2012 – Coach Guidelines
1. Encourage all parents to help as assistants, referees (U6 and U8), equipment managers, etc.  EMSA encourages participation by all parents and family members.
2. Contact all players with the game schedule and location.  Notify the parents well in advance of picture night
3. Pick your team’s supply of balls, uniforms and pylons.  Check to ensure you have been issued all your assigned equipment, and that it is in good condition.  Contact the equipment director to replace or repair any faulty equipment.  
4. Issue uniforms at the first game/practice, record the uniform number taken by each player so it can be traced at the end of the season if needed. After the last game, collect all the equipment, hand out pictures as the jerseys are returned and return the jerseys to the equipment director at the field house.
5. Make sure that if you can’t attend a practice/game that an assistant is there.
6. Check the soccer field prior to each game for safety reasons (rocks, glass, etc.)
7. There are no rain outs prior to game/practice time.  Tell the players to come regardless of the weather.  Only if the conditions are unsafe will the game be cancelled.  Many games are played in light rain.
8. Please keep in touch with the league coordinator.  Any changes to team personnel must be reviewed in advance with the director.  Any issues or concerns should be reviewed with the director.
9. Edson Minor Soccer sponsors a season end celebration.  Please invite all the players and family members to attend.
10. Refer to the section “Mini soccer structure guidelines”.  It describes the general rules, regulations and structure for each age group.
11. All players are entitled to equal playing time.  A planned rotation should be made out before each game.  Try to rotate the players through all the positions including the goal keeper.
12. Coaching clinics are conducted to help you develop coaching skills: please plan to attend.
13. All players must wear soccer shin guards and socks over top for everyone’s safety.  Soccer shoes (cleats) are recommended but not mandatory. Clothing must not create a safety hazard.  No jewelry allowed.
14. Encourage players to bring their own water bottles. Insect repellent and sunscreen should also be supplied by the parents.
15. Show respect for your players and expect in turn that they respect you
16. Referees are scheduled for house league games in U10 and older. Newer referees are assigned to the U10 and U12 divisions.  Some of them are just a few years older than the players.  Please model respectful behavior towards these young referees.  Their involvement allows you to concentrate on coaching during the games.
17. Fundraising – if your team plans to fundraise, you must contact the fundraising coordinator for guidelines and approval before you proceed with it. 
Please - No soliciting or fundraising without prior approval.


