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INTRODUCTION

This document was created to help you understand the concepts of the two-man umpiring positioning fundamentals.
Used in conjunction with classroom instruction or as afield guide to positioning, this manual should be the reference
that all umpiresin Canadawill strive to follow in an attempt to achieve consistency throughout the country.

Pre-game...

L et’s make no mistake about it. Personal mechanics and clear signals are only half of the ingredients for a successfully
officiated athletic contest. Teamwork isthe other component that enhances the quality of the officiating process.

Getting to the game early is not only essential for individual game preparation, but also an outstanding opportunity to
conference with your partner(s). Thisisthetimewhen teamwork can be reviewed to prevent problemsin key situations.
Working in sync isthe oneitem that can set apart agreat crew from an average one. Umpires committed to teamwork
consistently have less problems working games, are never out of work, and move up the ladder quickly to do key match-
ups. Team players are respected in the baseball community.

Following isachecklist for apre-game conference...

a If necessary, introductions.

a Signals...infield fly, normal rotation, staying home, time play, number of outs, count awareness, and
the importance of eye contact. Review in verbalizing such thingsas*“ I’'mgoing out” , “ I’ ve got third” , and
“1"ve got the ball” isalso essential.

a Fair / foul coverage...ie: plate man’sresponsibility up to but not the bases.

a Fly ball responsibilities...there is no need to have more than one set of eyeson afly ball. The other umpire(s)
have other important items to attend to.

a Tag-upsand touches of bases.

a Liveball / dead ball...putting theball back in play...ball hitsbatter in box.

a Appealsof check swings.

a Communication on brushing of the plate...ie— avoiding unnecessary delays.

a Positioning

It isimportant to keep the pre-game positive and up-tempo so that the crew goes into the game confident and well
prepared. A good umpiring crew dresseswell, moves athletically, and displaysdiscipline at al times. They enter and exit
the field as ateam moving in unison and with the confidence that says, “ Wearein control”.

Please Note: In this document, the pronoun he is used with respect to both genders and is used for simplicity only.
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THE STRAIGHT GOODS

Here are several pointsto ponder concerning factsabout thethreeumpirefundamentals. An understanding of thesefacts
will enable you to do your job with confidence.

v

v

Authority...all umpireshave equal authority onthefield (except uinthe event of aforfeit)..

Responsibilities...each umpire has singular responsibilitiesin each situation. There should never be adoublecall in
any situation.

Plate umpire stays home with 2 outs and a runner on 2nd base.

Baseumpiresset up on thefoul lines...
and areresponsible for fair / foul calls at the bag and beyond.

The 1% baseumpiremovesintotheinfield... whenthereisarunner on 2" only, or 2™ and 3% or any timethereare 2
outs..

When abaseumpireisintheinfield... hewill never go out to makeacatch/ no catch call. Remember: angleis
primary to distance. Go to the edge of theinfield grass on atrouble ball to get the best angle but do not cross the
baseline.

First tothird situation...with no runner on 2™ base and arunner on 1%, the plate umpirewill signal that anormal
rotation ison and will beresponsiblefor the play at 3.

When abaseumpiregoesout tomakeacall, hewill stay out until the play iscomplete.
Being professional at all timesasan individual will serveto givetheumpiring frater nity asa group respect.

Teamwor k and communication isessential in gettingthecall right!
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BASIC POSITIONS

1. Principle:

v Alwaysfollow ball with eyes.

v Always keep chest 90 degrees to the ball.

v Alwaystake best possibleangle. Anglehaspriority over distance.

v Make every effort possible to get as close to 90 degrees to the ball on aforce play and 90 degreesto the slide

on atag play.

v Without any runners on base, the base umpire(s) must come to a set as the pitcher is preparing to deliver
the ball to the batter.
v With arunner(s) on base, the base umpire(s) must come to a set as soon as the pitcher stands on the rubber.

v TheInfield Working Areaisthat area behind the mound which in many situations the base umpire movesinto
ashisfirst movement.

2. Set position...

...must be taken by the base umpire(s) with each delivery from the pitcher and before making most calls. This
position consists of placing the hands on the knees and |ocking-in the elbows with the feet shoulder width apart. The
umpirewill striveto settleinto this position naturally, smoothly, and athletically. It is acceptable to assume astanding set
position prior to each pitch with no runners on base.

3. Field Positions:
PU —allways behind the plate.
Ul @ 2 —with no runners on base.
U1l @ 3 —with runner(s) on 2™ base, or 2" and 3" bases.
U3 @ 3/4—any timearunner ison 1% base.
U3 @ 5—with no runners on base, runner on 3 base only, or when Ulisintheinfield.

NOTE: The plate umpire has overthrows and base awards in each situation except when noted.

Working
Area

Position
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UMPIRE POSITIONING MANUAL

THREE UMPIRE FUNDAMENTALS
NO RUNNERS ON BASE
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Situation 3M--1
SITUATION: No Runners on Base

PLAY: Basic Positions
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...Stands directly behind the ...Starts every play standing ...Starts every play standing
catcher until the batter hitsthe ball. approximately 12to 15feet behindthe  approximately 12 to 15 feet behind the
The slot aswell asthe box and the 1% baseman and not closer than 12 3 baseman. He must assume the set
SCissor s stance are acceptable for feet behind the bag if the 1% baseman  position prior to each pitch. Hewill
calling ballsand strikes. isplaying in. He must assume the set develop arhythm that gets him into

position prior to each pitch. Hewill the set position before the pitcher
develop arhythm that gets him into releasesthe ball, preferably at the
the set position before the pitcher sametimethe plate umpire assumes
releases the ball, preferably at the hislocked-in position.

sametimethe plate umpire assumes
hislocked-in position.

NOTE:

Itisacceptablefor U1l and U3 to assumeastanding set position prior to
each pitch with no runners on base.
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft, towardsthe 1¢
baseline, following the batter-runner
to a point halfway between home
plate and 1% base, straddling the foul
line. Hismainresponsibilitiesare any
fair /foul call, watching for runner’s
laneinterference and an overthrow
at 1% base. Heisresponsiblefor all
callsat home plate.

'NOTE: A

On batted balls near either foul
line, PU isresponsiblefor the
fair / foul decision on balls up to
but not including the base. PU
will stop in a position straddling
thefoul line before making the
call. Onballshitinfront of the
plate, he may need to take a
position on the 1% or 3

Situation 3M--2

basdlineextended.
- J

No Runners on Base
Ground Ball or Bunt to the Infield

Ul...

...will pause, read theplay, and
then react on any ground ball to the
infield. Hisreactionwill betoget a
90 degree angle to the throw and
settlein approximately 15 feet from 1
base. Before coming to the set
position, he must make suretherewill
be atruethrow. U1 should let the
ball turn himinto the play at 1% base.
Beready to takearead step (astepto
obtain the optimum angle) on the
swipetag or pulled foot. He should
awaysbeinfair territory unlessthe
ball iscoming from foul territory
between home and 1% or thereis
pressure from the 1st or 2™ baseman.
If the ball goes through the defensive
player or thereisawild throw, he will
head inside the running lane between
18 and 2™ base, making hispivot.

Us...

...headstowards the cut-out

at 2" base to take any possible
play. Heisresponsiblefor all calls
at 2 and 3" base.

© Copyright 2003 Baseball Canada
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Situation 3M--3

SITUATION: No Runners on Base
PLAY: Base Hit or Extra Base Hit to the Oultfield

Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and headsto P-15. ...Isresponsible for communi- ...isresponsible for communi-
Heisresponsiblefor all callsathome  cating fair / foul onballsclosetothe  cating fair / foul on ballscloseto the
plate. line before heading insideto makehis  line before heading towards the cut-

pivot to watch for the batter-runner’s out at 2" base for the play on the
touch of 1% base. Thisishis sole batter-runner. Heisresponsiblefor all
responsihility. callsat 2" and 3" base.

On an obvious double
or triple, it is

acceptable to stay in
foul territory to watch
BR touch 1% base.
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Situation 3M--4
SITUATION: No Runners on Base

PLAY: Responsibilities on a Fly Ball
Plate Umpire... Ul... U3...
...Isresponsiblefor covering ...isresponsiblefor al fly balls ...isresponsiblefor al fly balls

U1 or U3's bag when out to cover a hit from the center fielder to theright hit directly at and from the center

fly ball. fieldfoul lineand into foul territory. fielder totheleft field foul lineand
These responsibilitiesincludefair / into foul territory. These responsibili-
foul and catch / no catch verbalization  tiesincludefair / foul and catch/ no
on the 1% baseline past 1% base, in catch verbalizationon the 3 baseline
that order. past 3" base, in that order.

 NOTE: A

To avoid double callson an infield line drive, the umpiring crew could set up rules of thumb such as these:
PU —Pitcher and Catcher
U1 - 1% and 2™ basemen
U3 — Shortstop and 3 baseman
When an umpire does not have a good angle on a catch / no catch call, he should not hesitate to ask his partners

\_ forhelp. )

U3

u3 Ul

u3
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Situation 3M--5

SITUATION: No Runners on Base
PLAY: Fly Ball Hit Directly at or Left of Center Fielder

Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and heads to P-15. ...heads inside the basepath ...letshis partners know his
Heisresponsiblefor all callsat home  betwenn 1% and 2™ and makes his intention by verbalizing, “1’m going
plate on the batter-runner. pivot watching for the batter-runner’s ~ out”. Hethen heads out to left field

touch of 1% base. Heisresponsible tomakethecatch /no catch call,
for all callson the batter-runner at all preferably running par allel to the ball

bases. for the best angle and taking the
Ve ~ standing set position to makethecall.
NOTE If the ball isnear the foul line, he must
) stop, take the standing set position,
For foul fly balls on the 3 base side, PU will follow the catcher to the ball straddletheline, makethefair / foul
as U3 followsthe 3" baseman to the ball. When determining which umpire call first then signal and verbalize the
will make the catch / no catch decision, agood rule of thumbto useis catch / no catch call. When U3 goes
whichever umpire isfacing the catch. However, be ready to assist your out in this situation, he stays out
\partner if hisview isblocked. ) until the play iscomplete.
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SITUATION:

Situation 3M--6

No Runners on Base

PLAY: Fly Ball Hit to the Right of Center Fielder

Plate Umpire...

...exits|eft and movesup the 1%
baseline following the batter-runner,
preparing to make any call onhim
fromthe cut-out at 1% base. Heis
responsible for the batter-runner’s
touch of 1% base. Once the batter-
runner reaches 2 base, the plate
umpire heads towards home plate via
foul territory and prepares himself for
apotential play at the plate.

Ul...

...letshis partners know his
intention by verbalizing, “1’m going
out”. Hethen heads out to right field
to makethecatch / no catch call,
preferably running parallel to the ball
for the best angle and taking the
standing set position to makethe call.
If the ball isnear the foul line, he must
stop, take the standing set position,
straddletheline, makethefair /foul
call first then signal and verbalize the
catch / no catch call. When U1 goes
out in this situation, he stays out
until the play iscomplete.

‘NOTE:

partner if hisview isblocked.

\-

For foul fly balls on the 1% base side, PU will follow the catcher to the ball
asU1 followsthe 1% baseman to the ball. When determining which umpire
will makethe catch / no catch decision, agood rule of thumbto useis
whichever umpireisfacing the catch. However, be ready to assist your

\

J

Us3...

...headstowardsthe cut-out at
2" base to take the play on the batter-
runner. Heisresponsiblefor all calls
at 2 and 3" base.

© Copyright 2003 Baseball Canada
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UMPIRE POSITIONING MANUAL

THREE UMPIRE FUNDAMENTALS
RUNNER ON FIRST BASE
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Situation 3M--7
SITUATION: Runner on 15t Base

PLAY: Basic Positions
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...stands directly behind the ...setsup 12 to 15 feet behind ...stands between 2™ and 3¢
catcher until the batter hits the ball. the 1% baseman and completely infoul  base, using aline from the plate past
Thedot aswell asthe box and the territory with the pitcher in hisline of the 3 base edge of the mound and
scissor's stance are acceptable for sight. He shall assume the set midway between the back of the
calling balls and strikes. position, with his chest squared-upto  mound and the 2™ base cut-out as his

the plate, before every pitch. Heshall — guide. A common fundamental
develop arhythm so that heis positioning error is setting up too
locked-into hisset position in sync closeto the pitcher. He shall assume

with the pitcher touching the rubber. the set position as soon as the pitcher
is touching the rubber.

NOTE:

Itis perfectly acceptable for U3 to set up in asimilar manner on the 1%
base side of the mound if he feels more comfortable. Thereisno rule of
thumb here; it isamatter of personal preference.
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft and heads to 3¢
basein foul territory. Heisresponsi-
blefor all calsat 3 baseaswell as
his end of arun-down.

'NOTE: h

On batted balls near the 3rd
baseline, PU isresponsiblefor all
fair / foul decisions and, on batted
balls near the 1st baseline, PU is
responsiblefor fair / foul

decisions up to but not including
1% base. PU will stop in aposition
straddling the foul line before
making thecall. On ballshit in front
of the plate, he may need to take a
position on the 1% or 3¢ baseline
extended. If PU isnot ableto
cover 3 because of hisfair / foul
decision responsibilities, U3 will be
responsible for all calls at 3 base
and U1 would then cover the
batter-runner at 2™ base. Visual

and verbal communication between

Situation 3M--8

umpiresiscritical inthissituation.
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Runner on 15t Base
Ground Ball or Bunt to the Infield

Ul...

...will pause, read theplay, and
then react on any ground ball to the
infield. Hisreactionwill beto get a90
degree angle to the throw and settle
inapproximately 15 feet from 1 base.
Before comingto the set position, he
must make suretherewill beatrue
throw. U1 should let the ball turn him
into the play at 1% base. Beready to
take aread step (astep to obtain the
optimum angle€) on the swipetag or
pulled foot. Ulisalsoresponsiblefor
the batter-runner touching 1% base
and hisend of arun-down. However,
if R1 commitsto 3 base by reaching
the halfway mark between 2 and 3
base, U1 will headinfoul territory to
set for acall at home plate Hewill
notify his partners by verbalizing
“I’vegot theplate’.

Us...

...pivotswiththeball. If thereis
aplay at 2™ base, hewill take afew
steps towards the bag, set and make
thecall. Hisresponsibilitiesare 2™
base, his end of arun-down, and the
batter-runner as soon as R1 commits
to 3 base by reaching the halfway
mark between 2 and 3 base.
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Situation 3M--9
SITUATION: Runner on 15t Base

PLAY: Base Hit or Extra Base Hit to the Outfield
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exits|eft and headsto 3 ...has primary responsibility for ...movesintotheworking area,
basein foul territory. Heisresponsi- fair / foul beforemovingdownthe1s  hafway between 1% and 2 base,
blefor al callsat 3 base aswell as baseline to pick up the batter-runner’'s  pivoting with the ball. Hisresponsi-
his end of arun-down. touch of 1% base. Herehewill pause,  bilitiesare 2™ base, hisend of arun-

and once R1 commitsto 3" base by down and the batter-runner after R1
reaching the halfway mark between commits to 3" base by reaching the
NOTE: 2 and 3¢ base, UL will headinfoul  halfway mark between 2% and 3¢
On batted balls near the 3¢ territory to set for acall at homeplate.  base.
baseline, PU isresponsiblefor all Hewill notify his partners of his
fair / foul decisions. position by verbalizing“ 1’ vegot the
plate’.
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Situation 3M--10

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit fromtheleft fielder to theleft field
foul lineand into foul territory. These
responsihilitiesincludefair / foul,
catch / no catch onthe 39 baseline
and fair / foul upto 1% base. Heis
alsoresponsiblefor al fly ballsand
line drivestaking the 3 baseman
toward the 3" baseline.

(Reminder: h
Don't forget that the pre-game
conferencewill includea
reminder that the verbalization
“I’vegot theball” will eliminate
any probleminagrey area
coverage situation. There may
be some minor differencesin
handling this situation, and these
will not beaproblemif the
coverageis made clear at the pre-

game conference. )

U3 u3

Page18

Runner on 1% Base
Responsibilities on a Fly Ball

Ul...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit from theright fielder to theright
field foul [ineandinto foul territory.
These responsibilitiesincludefair /
foul and catch / no catch onthe 1
baseline past 1% base. Onfly balls
and linedrives hit to theinfield, heis
responsiblefor thecatch / no catch
call onall ballstaking the 1% baseman
toward the 1% baseline.

'NOTE: A
It isacceptable for U1 to go out
tomakethecatch / no catch call

on any trouble fly ballsto the

right of the center fielder.
Communicationiscritical inthis
situation to ensure proper

coverage.
\overad J

Us...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
between the left and right fielders,
and any potential play at 2™ base.
Keep in mind that the umpirein the
infield will not go beyond the base-
linesto make hiscall. Onfly ballsand
linedriveshit to theinfield, hewill be
responsiblefor catch / no catch on
balls hit directly at the 1% and 3
baseman, and everything between
them.

‘NOTE:

If aninfielder turns hisback to
the plate to field a pop-up, the
umpireintheinfield isnow
responsiblefor the catch / no

catch call.
\_ J

\

u3 U3
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Situation 3M--11

Runner on 1% Base
Fly Ball to the Outfield Directly at or Between the

Left and Right Fielders

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft and headsto 3rd
baseinfoul territory.

NOTE:

If the ball is not caught, revert to
the rotation described in
Situation 3M--9.

Ul...

...drops into the best position

to line-up 1% base and the fielder
catching the ball. Heisresponsible
for R1'stag-up aswell asthe batter-
runner’s touch of 1% base.

It isacceptable for U1 to go out
to makethe catch / no catch call
on any trouble fly ballsto the
right of the center fielder.
Communicationiscritical inthis
situation to ensure proper
coverage.

-

NOTE: )

J

Us3...

...movesintotheworking ar ea,
pivoting with his chest towards the
ball. Heisresponsiblefor all catch /
no catch callsand any callsat 2™
base. In the event of atough catch /
no catch call intheoutfield, hewill
move toward the fielder, setting up for
the best angle at the edge of the
infield grass. Hewill not go beyond
the baseline.

© Copyright 2003 Baseball Canada
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Situation 3M--12
SITUATION: Runner on 1%t Base

PLAY: Fly Ball to the Left of Left Fielder
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft towards the 3 base ...drops into the best position ...movesintotheworking area
side of themound. Heisresponsible  toline-up 1% base and the fielder and prepares himself for apotential

forthecatch/nocatchcall. Ifthebal  catchingtheball. Heisresponsible call at 2" base.
isnear thefoul line, hewill straddle for R1'stag-up aswell asthe batter-

theline, makethefair / foul call first runner’s touch of 1% base.

thenthecatch /nocatch cal. If the

ball isinfair territory and is not

caught, he must signal and voice “no

catch”.

NOTE:

If the ball is not caught, revert to
the rotation described in
Situation 3M--9.
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Situation 3M--13

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft and headsto 3¢
basein foul territory. Hetakesthe
call at 3 base from the cut-out on the
runner coming from 1% (R1). Heis
alsoresponsiblefor all callsat home
plate.

Runner on 1t Base
Fly Ball to the Right of Right Fielder

Ul...

...letshis partners know his
intention by verbalizing, “1’m going
out”. Hethen heads out to right field
to makethecatch / no catch call,
preferably running parallel to the ball
for the best angle and taking the
standing set position to makethe call.
If the ball isnear the foul line, he must
stop, take the standing set position,
straddle theline, makethefair / foul
call first, then signal and verbalize
“catch / nocatch”. When U1 goes
out in this situation, he stays out
until the play iscomplete.

Us3...

...movesintotheworking area
halfway between 1% and 2™ base,
pivoting with his chest towards the
ball. Heisresponsiblefor R1'stag-up
at 1 base, the batter-runner’s touch
of 1 base and all callsat both 1% and
2" bases. Hewill also takeany call
on the batter-runner at 3 base.

© Copyright 2003 Baseball Canada
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...will watchfor possiblebatter
interference. Hewill not forget to
call the pitch when the runner steals,
nor get in the catcher’sway. He shall
remember to stay with hisrhythm,
step back and relax after calling the
pitch, then moveto P-15.

Page22

Situation 3M--14

Runner on 15t Base
Steal of 2" Base

Ul...

...issolely responsible for his
end of arun-down.

Us...

...should make sure that the
runner isgoing by shoulder -check-
ing over hisleft shoulder. If the
runner goes, hewill drop step and
movein adirect line toward 2™ base.
Hewill follow the throw with hiseyes,
and when the ball passes close to
him, hewill pivot inthedirection of
the ball. When it passes, he settlesin
and gets set for thecall. Heisalso
responsible for all calls at 3 base and
for hisend of arun-down.

C
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Situation 3M--15
SITUATION: Runner on 15t Base

PLAY: Run-Down Between 15t and 2" Base
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exits|eft and headsto P-15, ...isresponsible for hisend of a ...isresponsible for hisend of a
preparing himself for aplay at 3" run-down. Remember to stay on the run-down. Remember to stay on the
base. outfield side of the runner. If the infield side of the runner.

runner reaches the halfway mark

Ve ~N between 2™ and 3 base, U1 will head
N OT E: towardsthe plate. Hewill notify his
. . partnersby verbalizing“ 1’ vegot the
Many run-downs will begin as plate’ .

the result of an attempted pick-
off play at 1% base. In this
situation, U1 isresponsiblefor
thecall onR1 at 1% base. U3 will
focus on the pitcher for a
possible balk and then be
responsible for his end of arun-
down. PU isresponsiblefor all
base awards on overthrows and
possible batter interference on
pick-off attemptsfrom the
catcher.
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UMPIRE POSITIONING MANUAL

THREE UMPIRE FUNDAMENTALS
RUNNERS ON FIRST & THIRD BASE
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Situation 3M--16
SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 3 Base

PLAY: Basic Positions
Plate Umpire... Ul... U3...

...stands directly behind the ...setsup 12 to 15 feet behind ...stands between 2™ and 3
catcher until the batter hits the ball. the 1% baseman and completely infoul  base, using aline from the plate past
The dlot aswell asthe box and the territory with the pitcher in hisline of the 3 base edge of the mound and
scissor s stance are acceptable for sight. He shall assume the set midway between the back of the
calling ballsand strikes. position, with his chest squared-upto  mound and the 2™ base cut-out as his

the plate, before every pitch. Heshall — guide. He shall assume the set
develop arhythm so that heis position as soon as the pitcher is

locked-into hisset position in sync touching the rubber.
with the pitcher touching the rubber.
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Situation 3M--17

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft and headsto P-15.
Heisresponsiblefor al callsat home
plate and his end of arun-down.

4 N
NOTE:

On batted balls near the 3¢
baseline, PU isresponsiblefor all
fair / foul decisionsand, on
batted balls near the 1st
baseline, PU isresponsible for
fair / foul decisions up to but
not including 1% base. PU will
stop in a position straddling the
foul line before making the call.
On ballshit in front of the plate,
he may need to take a position
onthe 1% or 3" baseline

\extended. )
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Runners on 15t & 3" Base
Ground Ball or Bunt to the Infield

Ul...

...will pause, read theplay, and
then react on any ground ball to the
infield. Hisreactionwill beto get a90
degree angle to the throw and settle
inapproximately 15 feet from 1 base.
Before comingto the set position, he
must make suretherewill beatrue
throw. U1 should let theball turn him
into the play at 1% base. Beready to
take aread step (astep to obtain the
optimum angle) on aswipetag or
pulled foot. Ulisalsoresponsiblefor
the batter-runner touching 1% base
and his end of arun-down.

Us...

...pivotswiththeball. If there
isaplay at 2™ base, hewill take afew
steps toward the bag, set and make
thecall. Hisresponsibilitiesarefor all
calsat 2™ and 3 base.
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Situation 3M--18
SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 3 Base

PLAY: Base Hit or Extra Base Hit to the Outfield
Plate Umpire... Ul... U3...

...exitsleft and watchesfor R3's ...hasprimary responsibility for ...movesinto theworking area
touch of home platewhile headingto  fair / foul before movingdownthe1®  halfway between 1% and 2™ base,
3¥basein foul territory. baseline to pick up the batter-runner’'s  pivoting with his chest toward the

touch of 1% base. Here he will pause, ball. Hisresponsibilitiesare 2™ base,
and once R1 commitsto 3" base by his end of arun-down, and the batter-
reaching the halfway mark between runner after R1 commitsto 3" base by
. 2" and 3 base, U1 will head infoul reaching the halfway mark between

N OT E . territory to set for acall at homeplate. 2™ and 3" base.

On batted balls near the 3 Hewill notify his partnersof his

baseline, PU isresponsiblefor all position by verbalizing“1’vegot the

fair / foul decisions. plate’.
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit from theleft fielder to theleft field

foul lineand into foul territory. These

responsihilitiesincludefair / foul,

catch / no catch onthe 39 baseline
and fair / foul upto 1% base. Heis
alsoresponsiblefor al fly ballsand

Situation 3M--19

Runner on 1st & 3" Base
Responsibilities on a Fly Ball

Ul...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit from theright fielder to theright
field foul lineand into foul territory.
These responsibilitiesincludefair /
foul and catch / no catch onthe 1¢
baseline past 1% base. On fly balls
and linedrives hit to theinfield, he

Us...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
between the left and right fielders and
any potential play at 2™ base. Keep
in mind that theumpireintheinfield
will not go beyond the baselines to
makehiscall. Onfly ballsand line
driveshittotheinfield, hewill be

responsiblefor catch / no catch on
balls hit directly at the 1% and 3
baseman and everything between

will beresponsiblefor catch /no
catch on all ballswhich takethe 1%
baseman toward the 1% baseline.

line drives which take the 3baseman
toward the 3 baseline.

them.
g : ) N . N [ N
Reminder: NOTE: NOTE:
Don’t forget that the pre-game It isacceptable for Ul to go out If an infielder turns his back to
conferencewill includea to makethecatch / no catch call the plate to field a pop-up, the
reminder that the verbalization on any trouble fly balls to the umpireintheinfieldisnow
“1"vegot theball” will eliminate right of the center fielder. responsiblefor the catch / no
any probleminagrey area Communicationiscritical inthis catchcall.
coverage situation. There may situation to ensure proper \_ J
be some minor differencesin coverage.
handling this situation, and these | J/
will not beaproblemif the
coverageis made clear at the pre-
game conference.
J
U3 u3 U3 U3
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Situation 3M--20
SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 3 Base

PLAY: Fly Ball to the Outfield Directly at or Between the
Left and Right Fielders
Plate Umpire... Ul... U3...

...exitsleft to get the best angle ...drops into the best position ...movesintotheworking area
for R3'stag-up at 3 base. Heis to line-up 1% base and the fielder pivoting with his chest towards the
responsible for the tag up of R3 and catching the ball. Heisresponsible ball. Heisresponsiblefor the catch /
for al callsat homeplate. for R1'stag-up aswell asthe batter- no catch call and any callsat 2™ base.

runner’stouch of 1% base. In the event of atough catch / no

catch call intheoutfield, hewill move
toward the fielder, setting up for the

/NOTE' ) NOTE: best angle at the edge of the infield
' ' grass. Hewill not go beyond the
With one out and a caught ball, If the ball is not caught, revert to basdline.
thisnow becomesatimeplay the rotation as described in
situation. Theplate umpire shall Situation 3M--18.
be ready to line-up the out on
the bases with the runner
\scormg. )

Watch
the Tag PU
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Situation 3M--21

SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 3" Base

PLAY: Fly Ball to the Left of the Left Fielder
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and heads down the ...drops into the best position ...movesintotheworking area
linetowards 39 base. Heisresponsi-  toline-up 1% base and the fielder and prepares himself for a potential

blefor thecatch / no catch cal. If the
ball isnear thefoul line, hewill
straddle theline, makethefair / foul
cdl first, thenthecatch / no catch
call. Heisresponsiblefor the tag-up
of R3, and al callsat homeplate.

catching the ball. Heisresponsible call at 2 base.
for R1'stag-up aswell asthe batter-
runner’s touch of 1% base.

NOTE: h

With one out and a caught ball,
thisnow becomesatime play
situation. Theplate umpire shall
be ready to line up the out on
the bases with the runner

scoring.

J

Page30

NOTE:

If the ball is not caught, revert to
the rotation as described in
Situation 3M--18.
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Situation 3M--22

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft to get the best angle
for R3'stag-up at 3¢ base. If the ball
isnot caught, the plate umpire will
watch for R3'stouch of home plate
while heading to 3 base to make the
call onR1. Heisstill responsiblefor
all callsat homeplate.

"NOTE: h

With one out and a caught ball,
thisnow becomesatime play
situation. Theplate umpire shall
be ready to line up the out on
the bases with the runner

scoring .

- J

Runners on 1%t & 3 Base
Fly Ball to the Right of the Right Fielder

Ul...

...letshis partners know his
intention by verbalizing, “1’m going
out”. Hethen heads out to right field
to makethecatch / no catch call,
preferably running parallel to the ball
for the best angle and taking the
standing set position to makethe call.
If the ball isnear the foul line, he must
stop, take the standing set position,
straddle theline, makethefair / foul
call first, then signal and verbalize
“catch / nocatch”. When U1 goes
out in this situation, he stays out
until the play iscomplete.

Us3...

...movesintotheworking area
halfway between 1% and 2™ base,
pivoting with his chest towards the
ball. Heisresponsiblefor R1'stag-up
at 1 base, the batter-runner’s touch
of 1 base and all callsat both 1% and
2" base. Hewill also take any call on
the batter-runner at 3" base.

© Copyright 2003 Baseball Canada
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...will watchfor possiblebatter
interference. Hewill not forget to
call the pitch when the runner steals,
nor get in the catcher’sway. He shall
remember to stay with hisrhythm,
step back and relax after calling the
pitch, then moveto P-15.

Page32

Situation 3M--23

Runners on 15t & 3" Base
Steal of 2" Base

Ul...
...issolely responsible for his
end of arun-down.
/| N
NOTE:

As soon as R1 reaches 2™ base
safely, U1 should move toward
2" base, verbalizing to his
partners, “1’vegot second.” This
will allow U3 to cover 3 base
moreclosely.

J

Us...

...should make sure the runner
isgoing by shoulder-checking over
hisleft shoulder. If the runner goes,
hewill drop step and moveinadirect
linetoward 2™ base. Hewill follow
the throw with his eyes, and when the
ball passescloseto him, hewill pivot
inthe direction of the ball. When it
passes, he settles in and gets set for
thecall. Heisalsoresponsiblefor all
cals at 39 base and his end of arun-
down.
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Situation 3M--24
SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 3 Base

PLAY: Run-Down Between 15t & 2" Base
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and headsto P-15, ...isresponsible for his end of ...isresponsiblefor hisend of
preparing himself for any callsat the run-down. Remember to stay on the run-down. Remember to stay on
home plate. the outfield side of the runner. theinfield side of therunner. Hewill

take all callsat 2™ and 3" base.

‘NOTE: A

Many run-downs will begin as
the result of an attempted pick-
off play at 1% base. In this
situation, U1 isresponsiblefor
thecall onR1 at 1% base. U3 will
focus on the pitcher for a
possible balk and then be
responsible for his end of arun-
down. PU isresponsiblefor all
base awards on overthrows and
possible batter interference on
pick-off attemptsfrom the
catcher.

. J

P-15 I
\PU
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Situation 3M--25
SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 3 Base

PLAY: Run-Down Between 3" Base & Home Plate
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and headsto P-15, ...isresponsiblefor R1 at 2™ ...isresponsible for his end of
preparing himself for any callsat base only if the 1% play (pick-off) was  the run-down. Remember to stay on
home plate. Heisresponsiblefor his made at 3¢ base. theinfield side of the runner.

end of the run-down.

‘NOTE: A

Many run-downs will begin as
the result of an attempted pick-
off at 39 base. In this situation,
U3isresponsiblefor thecall on
R3 at 3 base, while U1 will

focus on the pitcher for a
possible balk. PU isresponsible
for all base awards on
overthrows, possible batter
interference on pick-off attempts
from the catcher and hisend of a
run-down.

- J
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UMPIRE POSITIONING MANUAL

THREE UMPIRE FUNDAMENTALS
RUNNERS ON FIRST & SECOND BASE or BASES LOADED
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Situation 3M--26

SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded
PLAY: Basic Positions

Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...stands directly behind the ...setsup 12 to 15 feet behind ...stands between 2™ and 3
catcher until the batter hits the ball. the 1% baseman and completely infoul  base using aline from the plate past
The slot aswell asthe box and the territory with the pitcher in hisline of the 3 base edge of the mound and
scissor s stance are acceptable for sight. He shall assume the set midway between the back of the
calling ballsand strikes. position, with his chest squared-upto  mound and the 2™ base cut-out as his

the plate, before every pitch. Heshall  guide. He shall assume the set
develop arhythm so that heis position as soon as the pitcher is

locked-in to hisset position in sync touching the rubber.
with the pitcher touching the rubber.
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Situation 3M--27

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft and stayshomeif
thereisaplay at the plate. Otherwise
he headsto P-15 while watching R3
touch home plate.

‘NOTE:

On batted balls near the 3¢
baseline, PU isresponsible for
fair / foul decisions up to but
not including 3" base. On batted
balls near the 1% baseline, PU is
responsiblefor all fair / foul
decisions. To makethefair / foul
call, PU should take aposition
on the 1% or 39 baseline

\

extended.
. J

Ul...

...will pause, read theplay, and
then react on any ground ball to the
infield. Hisreactionwill beto get a90
degree angle to the throw and settle
in approximately 15 feet from 1% base.
Before coming to the set position, he
must make suretherewill beatrue
throw. U1 should let theball turn him
into the play at 1% base. Beready to
take aread step (astep to obtain the
optimum angl€) on aswipetag or
pulled foot. U1 isalsoresponsiblefor
the batter-runner touching 1% base
and his end of arun-down.

Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded
Ground Ball or Bunt to the Infield

Us3...

...pivotswiththeball. If thereis
aplay at 2™ base, he will take afew
steps toward the bag, set and make
thecall. Hisresponsibilitiesare 2™
and 3 base, and his end of any run-
downs. Be prepared for theinfielders
to make athrow to 3" base astheir
first play. Thiswill require hustleto
get into position to sell aclosecall.
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Situation 3M--28
SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded

PLAY: Base Hit or Extra Base Hit to the Outfield
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...
...exitsleft, pausesamoment to ...watches the ball go through ...movesintotheworking ar ea,

make, if necessary, thefair / foul call theinfield, makes any necessary fair /  pivoting with his chest towards the
(39 base side only), and then watch foul call, then headsinto theinfield ball. Hisresponsibilitiesare 2™ and

for R3'stouch of home platewhile and pivotswatching the batter- 3 base on R1 and R2, and the batter-
heading to P-15. Heisresponsiblefor ~ runner’stouch of 1% base. Heis runner at 3¢ base.
al callsat homeplate. responsiblefor all callsat 1% base,

and will follow the batter-runner to 2™
base, if necessary.
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Situation 3M--29

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit from theleft fielder to theleft field
foul line and into foul territory. These
responsibilitiesincludefair / foul,
catch / no catch on the 3“ baseline
and fair / foul upto 1% base. Heis
alsoresponsiblefor all fly ballsand
line drives which take the 3 baseman
toward the 3" baseline.

(Reminder: h
Don't forget that the pre-game
conferencewill includea
reminder that the verbalization
“I"vegot theball” will eliminate
any probleminagrey area
coverage situation. There may
be someminor differencesin
handling this situation, and these
will not beaproblemif the
coverageismade clear at the pre-

Ul...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit from theright fielder to the right
field foul lineand into foul territory.
These responsibilitiesincludefair /
foul and catch / no catch onthe 1¢
baseline past 1% base. On fly balls
and linedrives hit to theinfield, he
will be responsible for catch/no catch
on al ballswhich take the 1% baseman
toward the 1% baseline.

'NOTE: A
It isacceptable for U1 to go out

to makethecatch / no catch call

on any trouble fly ballsto the

right of the center fielder.
Communicationiscritical inthis
situation to ensure proper

game conference. y

U3 U3
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coverage.
\overad Y,

Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded
Responsibilities on a Fly Ball

Us...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
between the left and right fielders and
apotential play at 2™ base. Keepin
mind that theumpireintheinfield will
not go beyond the baselines to make
hiscall. Onfly ballsand linedrives
hit to theinfield, he will be responsi-
blefor catch / no catch on ballshit
directly at the 1% and 3" baseman, and
everything between them.

"NOTE: A

If aninfielder turns hisback to
the plate to field a pop-up, the
umpireintheinfieldisnow
responsible for the catch / no

catch call.
/

u3 U3
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Situation 3M--30

Left and Right Fielders

Plate Umpire...

...exits|eft to get the best angle

for R3'stag-up at 3 base. Heis

responsiblefor al callsat home plate.

Ul...

...drops into the best position
to line-up 1% base and the fielder
catching the ball. Heisresponsible
for R1'stag-up aswell asthe batter-
runner’s touch of 1% base.

Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded
Fly Ball to the Outfield Directly at or Between the

Us...

...pivotswiththeball. His
primary responsibility will bethetag-
up of R2 at 2™ base. He also hasR1
at 2™ base and al callsat 3 base.

‘NOTE:

With one out and a caught ball,
thisnow becomesatime play

be ready to line up the out on
the bases with the runner
scoring.

.

situation. Theplate umpire shall

\

J
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NOTE:

If the ball is not caught, revert to
the rotation as described in
Situation 3M--28.

-
NOTE:

With 2 outs, U3 can leave the
infieldtomakeacall ona
difficult or deep fly ball. Inthis
situation, U1 must be vigilant
and comeinto theinfield as he
becomesresponsiblefor all calls
on the bases. Thisisadifficult
mechanic that must be discussed

© Copyright 2003 Baseball Canada

by the crew prior to the game.
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Situation 3M--31
SITUATION: Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded

PLAY: Fly Ball to the Left of the Left Fielder
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and heads down the ...drops into the best position ...pivotswiththeball. His
linetowards 39 base. Heisresponsi-  toline-up 1% base and the fielder primary responsibility will bethetag-
bleforthecatch/nocatch call. Ifthe  catching the ball. Heisresponsible up of R2 at 2" base. Heaso hasR1
ball isnear thefoul line, hewill for R1'stag-up aswell asthe batter- at 2™ base and all calls at 3“base.
straddletheline, makethefair / foul runner’s touch of 1% base.

call first, then the catch / no catch
cal.If theball isinfair territory and is
not caught, he must signal and voice NOT E:
“No catch”, then head to a position
suitablefor making any call at home
plate. Heisresponsiblefor the tag-
up of R3 at 3“ base aswell asany
callsat home plate.

If the ball is not caught, revert to
the rotation as described in
Situation 3M--28.

(NOTE: A

With one out and a caught ball,
thisnow becomesatime play
situation. Theplateumpire
shall be ready to line up the out
on the bases with the runner
scoring.

- J
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Situation 3M--32

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exits|eft to get the best angle
for R3'stag-up at 3 base and takes
al callsat homeplate.

NOTE: )

With one out and a caught ball,
thisnow becomesatimeplay
situation. Theplate umpire
shall be ready to line up the out
on the bases with the runner
scoring.

- J

Page42

Ul...

...letshis partners know his
intention by verbalizing, “1’'m going
out”. Hethen heads out to right field
to makethecatch / no catch call,
preferably running par allel to the ball
for the best angle and taking the
standing set position to makethe call.
If the ball isnear thefoul line, he must
stop, take the standing set position,
straddletheline, makethefair / foul
call first, then signal and verbalize
“catch /nocatch”. When U1 goes
out in this situation, he stays out
until the play iscomplete.

Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded
Fly Ball to the Right of the Right Fielder

Us...

...moves into a spot between
2 and 3" base to line up as best he
can the tag-ups at 1% and 2. His
responsibilitiesinclude R1'stag-up at
18 base, R2’ stag-up at 2", the batter-
runner’stouch of 1% base and all calls
at 1%, 2", and 3 base.
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Situation 3M--33

SITUATION:

PLAY: Infield Fly

Plate Umpire...

...hasfair / foul decisionsup to
the front of 1% and 3 base, aswell as
thecatch / nocatch call. Heexits| eft
and heads to a point in front of home
plate. Hewill signal while announc-
ing“Infield fly, thebatter’sout” .
Make sure on possible infield fly /
foul ball situationsto communicate
that “ Infield fly, if fair —thebatter’s
out”. If theball isnot caught, signal
fair or foul, andif fair, retreat to P-15
and preparefor all calsat home plate.
PU isaso responsible for the tag-up
at 3“base.

© Copyright 2003 Baseball Canada

Ul...

...isresponsiblefor fair / foul if
the ball travels beyond the front of 1%
base, R1'stag-up at 1% base, aswell
as the batter-runner’s touch of 1¢
base.

Runners on 15t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded

Us3...

...movesintotheworking area
and is responsible for the tag-up at
2" base, aswell asall callsat 2" and
3 base.

-
NOTE:

Theinfield fly situation and how it isto be handled, especially in the
grey areas, is another fine example of what should be discussed in the
pre-game conference between umpires. Infield Fly can be called by any
of the umpires and should be echoed by both partners. All umpireson
thefield areequally responsiblefor thesignal of “infield fly.”

\

J
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Situation 3M--34

SITUATION: Runners on 1t & 2" Base or Bases Loaded
PLAY: Double Steal

Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...
...exitsleft and heads to P-15. ...has no particular responsi- ...isresponsible R1 at 2™ base
Heisresponsiblefor al callsat home bility in this situation. and all callsat 3 base.
plate.
NOTE: A NOTE:
Fgr any run-dowr;situatingn It is acceptable for U1 to hustle to the cut-out at 2™ base to take the call
with runners on 1% and 2 base on R1if thefirst play was made at 3" base. He must make sure to

or 1%, 2" and 3 base, revert to
the same principles as
described in Situations 3M--24

and 3M--25.
- J

verbalize thisto his partner and bein position to make the call.
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UMPIRE POSITIONING MANUAL

THREE UMPIRE FUNDAMENTALS
RUNNER(S) ON SECOND or SECOND & THIRD
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Situation 3M---35

SITUATION: Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base
PLAY: Basic Positions

Plate Umpire... Ul... U3...

...stands directly behind the ...stands between 1% and 2™ ...setsup 12 to 15 feet behind
catcher until the batter hits the ball. base using aline from the plate past the 39 baseman and completely in
The slot aswell asthe box and the the 1% base edge of the mound and foul territory with the pitcher in his
scissor s stance are acceptable for midway between the back of the line of sight. He shall assume the set
calling ballsand strikes. mound and the 2™ base cut-out as his  position, with his chest squared-up to

guide. A common fundamental the plate, before every pitch. He shall
positioning error is setting up too develop arhythm so that heis
closeto the pitcher. He shall assume locked-into hisset position in sync
the set position in sync with the with the pitcher touching the rubber.

pitcher touching the rubber.

NOTE:

With 2 outs, it isrequired for U1 to set up on the 1% baseline and for U3
to position himself in theinfield asin Situation 3M--7.
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Situation 3M--36
SITUATION: Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base

PLAY: Ground Ball or Bunt to the Infield
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and stayshomeif ...pivotswiththeball. If thereis ...will pause, read theplay, and
thereisaplay at the plate. Otherwise,  aplay at 1% base, hewill takeafew then react on any ground ball to the
he headsto P-15 while watching R3 steps toward the bag, set and make infield. If theplay isdeveloping at 3
touch home plate. thecall. Hisresponsibilitiesare 1¥and  base, hewill get himself intoa90

2" base, and his end of arun-down. degree angleto the play. Heis
/NO-I-E N responsible for al callsat 3¢ base,

and his end of arun-down.
On batted balls near the 3™
baseline, PU isresponsible for
fair / foul decisions up to but
not including 3" base. On batted
balls near the 1% baseline, PU is
responsiblefor all fair / foul
decisions. To make thefair / foul
call, PU should take aposition
onthe 1% or 3 baseline
extended.

J
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Situation 3M--37
SITUATION: Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base

PLAY: Base Hit or Extra Base Hit to the Outfield
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft, pausesamoment to ...movesintotheworking area ...watches the ball go through
make, if necessary, thefair / foul call halfway between 1% and 2™ base, the infield and makes any necessary
(1¢ base side only) and then watches pivoting with the ball. Hisresponsi- fair /foul call. Heisresponsiblefor
for R3'stouch of home plate. Heis bilities are 1% and 2™ base, and his all callsat 3 base, and his end of any
responsiblefor al callsat homeplate.  end of any run-downs. run-downs.

/V\C
H

’
’
1
’
,
1
a
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Situation 3M--38

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit fromtheright fielder to theright
field foul lineandinto foul territory.
These responsibilitiesincludefair /
foul, catch / no catch onthe 1%
baseline and fair / foul up to 3 base.
Heisasoresponsiblefor al fly balls
and line drives which take the 1
baseman toward the 1% baseline.

(Reminder: )
Don't forget that the pre-game
conferencewill includea
reminder that the verbalization
“I"vegot theball” will eliminate
any probleminagrey area
coverage situation. There may
be some minor differencesin
handling this situation, and these
will not beaproblemif the
coverageis made clear at the pre-

game conference. )

Ul ul
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Ul...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit directly at and between the | eft
and right fielders, and any potential
play at 2™ base. Keepin mind that
theumpireintheinfield will not go
beyond the baselines to make his call.
Hewill also beresponsiblefor catch/
no catch on ball hit directly at the 1%
and 3 baseman and everything
between them.

‘NOTE: A

If aninfielder turns hisback to
the plate to field a pop-up, the
umpireintheinfield isnow
responsiblefor the catch / no
catch call.

- J

Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base
Responsibilities on a Fly Ball

Us3...

...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
hit fromtheleft fielder to theleft field
foul line and into foul territory. These
responsibilitiesincludefair / foul and
catch / no catch on 3 baseline past
3“base. On any fly ballsand line
driveshit to theinfield, hewill also be
responsiblefor catch /no catch onall
balls which take the 3" baseman
toward the 3" basdline.

'NOTE: )

It isacceptable for U3 to go out
tomakethecatch / no catch call
on any trouble fly balls to the left
of the center fielder.
Communicationiscritical inthis
situation to ensure proper

coverage.
\ Soverad J

Ul Ul
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Situation 3M--39
SITUATION: Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base

PLAY: Fly Ball to the Outfield Directly at or Between the
Left and Right Fielders
Plate Umpire... Ul... u3...
...exits|eft and isresponsible ...pivotswiththeball. His ...drops into the best position
forall callsat homeplate. primary responsibility will bethetag-  to line-up 3 base and the fielder

up of R2 at 2™ base. He also hasthe catching the ball. Heisresponsible
batter-runner’s touch of 1st base, and  for R3'stag-up and all callsat 3¢

all callsat 1% and 2 base. base.
NOTE: ) (NOTE: 'NOTE: )
- . If the ball is not caught, revert to It is acceptable for U3 to go out
Yr\{il ;T]gcvebzzt);nizgan:%htl gal g the rotation as described in to makethecatch / no catch call
ey Situation 3M--37, on any trouble fly ballsto the left

situation. Theplate umpire shall

be ready to _Ime up the out on Communicationiscritical inthis
the bases with the runner

. situation to ensure proper
scoring.

\_ Y, \coverage. )

of the center fielder.
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitslefttowatchfor R3's
tag-up at 3 base by dropping into a
position that enables him to line-up
3 base and the fielder catching the
ball. Heisresponsiblefor all callsat
home plate.

Situation 3M--40

Ul...

...pivotswiththeball. His
primary responsibility will bethetag-
up of R2 at 2™ base. He also hasthe
batter-runner’s touch of 1% base, and
al calsat 1%, 2™ and 3" base.

NOTE:

With one out and a caught ball, thisnow becomesatime play situation.
The plate umpire shall be ready to line up the out on the bases with the

runner scoring.

Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base
Fly Ball Hit to the Left of the Left Fielder

Us3...

...letshis partners know his
intention by verbalizing, “1’m going
out”. Hethen headsout toleft field
to makethecatch / no catch call,
preferably running par allel to the ball
for the best angle and taking the
standing set position to makethe call.
If the ball isnear thefoul line, he must
stop, take the standing set position,
straddletheline, makethefair / foul
call first, then signal and verbalize
“catch /nocatch”. When U3 goes
out in this situation, he stays out
until the play iscomplete.
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Situation 3M--41
SITUATION: Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base

PLAY: Fly Ball Hit to the Right of the Right Fielder
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and positions ...pivotswiththeball. His ...drops into the best position
himself on 1% baselineextended primary responsibility will bethetag- to watch for R3'stag-up by lining up
approximately 10 feet back of home up of R2 at 2™ base. 3 base and the fielder catching the
plate. Heisresponsiblefor thefair / ball. Heisresponsiblefor all callsat
foul signal and catch / no catch 3 base.

verbalization, inthat order. Heisalso
responsiblefor al callsat home plate.

With one out and a caught ball, this now becomes atime play situation. If the ball is not caught, revert to
The plate umpire shall be ready to line up the out on the bases with the the rotation as described in
runner scoring. Situation 3M--37.
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Situation 3M--42
SITUATION: Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base

PLAY: Run-Down Between 2" & 3" Base
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and headsto P-15 ...isresponsible for his end of ...isresponsiblefor hisend of
preparing himself for any play at the run-down. Remember to stay on the run-down. Remember to stay on
home plate. theinfield side of the runner. the outfield side of the runner.
(NOTE: h

Many run-downs will begin as
the result of an attempted pick-
off play at 2™ base. In this
situation, U1 isresponsiblefor
thecall on R2 at 2™ base, while
U3 will focus on the pitcher for a
possible balk and then be
responsible for his end of arun-
down. PU isresponsiblefor all
base awards on overthrows and
possible batter interference on
pick-off attemptsfrom the
catcher.

. J

P-15
PU
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Situation 3M--43

SITUATION: Runner(s) on 2" Base or 2" & 3" Base

PLAY: Run-Down Between 3" Base & Home Plate
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exits|eft and takes his end of ...movesintotheworking area ...Isresponsible for hisend of
the run-down, staying in foul terri- and prepares himself for acall at 2 the run-down. Remember to stay on
tory. Hewill verbalizeto hispartner base and a possible run-down theinfield side of the runner.
“1’vegot thisend”. situation between 2™ and 3" base.

(NOTE: h

Many run-downs will begin as
the result of an attempted pick-
off at 39 base. In this situation,
U3isresponsiblefor thecall on
R3 at 3 base, while U1 will

focus on the pitcher for a
possible balk. PU isresponsible
for all base awards on
overthrows, possible batter
interference on pick-off attempts
from the catcher, and hisend of a
run-down.

. J
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UMPIRE POSITIONING MANUAL

THREE UMPIRE FUNDAMENTALS
RUNNER ON THIRD BASE
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SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...
...stands directly behind the

catcher until the batter hitsthe ball.

The dot aswell asthe box and the
scissor s stance are acceptable for
calling ballsand strikes.
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Situation 3M--44

Runner on 3 Base
Basic Positions

Ul...

...setsup 12 to 15 feet behind
the 1% baseman and completely in foul
territory with the pitcher in hisline of
sight. He shall assume the set
position, with his chest squared-up to
the plate, before every pitch. He shall
develop arhythm so that heis
locked-in to hisset position in sync
with the pitcher touching the rubber.

Us...

...setsup 12 to 15 feet behind
the 39 baseman and completely in
foul territory with the pitcher in his
line of sight. He shall assume the set
position, with his chest squared-up to
the plate, before every pitch. He shall
develop arhythm so that heis
locked-into hisset position in sync
with the pitcher touching the rubber.
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Situation 3M--45

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft and stayshomeif
thereisaplay at the plate. Otherwise,
he headsto P-15 while watching R3
touch home plate.

‘NOTE:

On batted balls near the 1% and
3 baseline, PU isresponsible
for fair / foul decisions up to but
not including the base. To make
thefair /foul call, PU should
take a position on the 1% or 3™
basdineextended.

\

J
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Runner on 3™ Base
Ground Ball or Bunt to the Infield

Ul...

...will pause, read theplay, and
then react on any ground ball to the
infield. Hisreactionwill beto get a90
degree angle to the throw and settle
in approximately 15 feet from 1% base.
Before coming to the set position, he
must make suretherewill beatrue
throw. U1 should let theball turn him
into the play at 1% base. Beready to
take aread step (astep to obtain the
optimum angle) on the swipe tag or
pulled foot. He should alwaysbein
fair territory unlessthe ball iscoming
fromfoul territory between home and
1% or thereis pressure from the 1% or
2m hbaseman.

Us3...

...Stays at 3rd base for possible
play on R3. Once R3 commitsto
home plate by reaching the halfway
mark, hewill head towardsthe cut-out
at 2™ base to take apossible call. He
isresponsiblefor al callsat 2™ and
3 base.
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Situation 3M--46

SITUATION: Runner on 3™ Base
PLAY: Base Hit or Extra Base Hit to the Oultfield

Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and headsto P-15, ...watches the ball go through ...isresponsiblefor communi-
watching for R3'stouch of home theinfield, makes any necessary fair /  cating fair / foul on balls closeto the
plate. Heisresponsiblefor all callsat  foul call, then headsinto theinfield line before heading towards the cut-
home plate. and pivotswatching for the batter- out at 2™ base for the call onthe

runner’stouch of 1% base. Thisishis batter-runner. Heisresponsiblefor
sole responsibility. all callsat 2 and 3 base.

On an obvious

double or triple, it
is acceptable to stay
in foul territory to
watch BR touch 1%
base.
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Situation 3M--47
SITUATION: Runner on 3 Base

PLAY: Responsibilities on a Fly Ball
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...
...isresponsiblefor R3'stag-up ...isresponsiblefor al fly balls ...isresponsiblefor al fly balls
at 39 base and all calls at home plate. hit from the center fielder to theright hit directly at and from the center
field foul lineand into foul territory. fielder totheleft field foul lineand
into foul territory.
NOTE: (NOTE: )
These responsibilitiesinclude a To avoid double callson aninfield line drive, the umpiring crew could set up
fair / foul signal and catch / no rules of thumb such as these:

catch verbalization.
PU — Pitcher and Catcher

U1l -1%and 2™ basemen

U3 — Shortstop and 3" baseman

When an umpire does not have agood angle on acatch / no catch call, he
should not hesitate to ask his partners for help.

J

u3

u3 Ul

u3
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Situation 3M--48

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exits|eft to get the best angle
for R3'stag-up at 3 base. Heis
responsiblefor al callsat home plate.

-
NOTE:

With one out and a caught ball,
thisnow becomesatime play
situation. Theplate umpire shall
be ready to line up the out on
the bases with the runner

scoring.

- J

Page60

Runner on 3" Base
Fly Ball Hit Directly at or Left of Center Fielder

Ul...

...headsinside and makes his
pivot watching for the batter-runner’s
touch of 1% base. Heisresponsible
for all callson the batter-runner at all
bases.

Us...

...letshis partners know his
intention by verbalizing, “1’m going
out”. Hethen headsout toleft field
to makethecatch / no catch call,
preferably running par allel to the ball
for the best angle and taking the
standing set position to makethecall.
If the ball isnear the foul line, he must
straddletheline, makethefair / foul
call first, then signal and verbalize
“catch / no catch”. When U3 goes
out in this situation, he stays out
until the play iscomplete.
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Situation 3M--49

SITUATION:
PLAY:

Plate Umpire...

...exitsleft to get the best angle
for R3'stag-up at 3rd base. Heis
responsiblefor all callsat home plate.

Runner on 3" Base
Fly Ball Hit to the Right of the Center Fielder

Ul...

...letshis partners know his
intention by verbalizing, “1’m going
out”. Hethen heads out to right field
to makethecatch / no catch call,
preferably running parallel to the ball
for the best angle and taking the
standing set position to makethe call.
If the ball isnear the foul line, he must
stop, take the standing set position,
straddletheline, makethefair /foul
call first, then signal and verbalize
“catch / nocatch”. When U1 goes
out in this situation, he stays out
until the play iscomplete.
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Us3...

...movesintotheworking area
and prepares himself for acall onthe
batter-runner at 1%, 2 and 3 base.
Heisaso responsible for the batter
runner’s touch at 1% base.
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Situation 3M--50
SITUATION: Runner on 3 Base

PLAY: Run-Down Between 3" Base & Home Plate
Plate Umpire... Ul... Us...

...exitsleft and takes his end of ...has no specific responsibility ...isresponsible for his end of
the run-down, staying in foul terri- on this play. the run-down. Remember to stay on
tory. Hewill verbalizeto his partner theinfield side of the runner.

“I’vegot thisend”.

‘NOTE: A

Many run-downs will begin as
the result of an attempted pick-
off at 39 base. In this situation,
U3isresponsiblefor thecall on
R3 at 3 base, while U1 will

focus on the pitcher for a
possible balk. PU isresponsible
for all base awards on
overthrows, possible batter
interference on pick-off attempts
from the catcher, and hisend of a
run-down.

. J
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