
Midwest Lacrosse 
on the Prairie

By J. Alan Childs



Origins of lacrosse 
St. Lawrence River Valley
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Migration

Algonquian moved from the east coast areas
Spread out to the Midwest prairie
Traveled through the Cradle of Lacrosse
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Medicine Game
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Lacrosse Sticks
• Western Great Lakes Style

• Six Nations Style

Sketch from Dr. Beers book on Lacrosse

Kervin’s Lacrosse Stick from St. Paul Lacrosse Club
Source – Minnesota Historical Society
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Brian Larney (Choctaw / Seminole Artist)
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Ball Club and La Crosse

La Crosse, Wisconsin
near Leech Lake, Minnesota
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Fort Snelling

Louisiana Purchase 1803
Land  acquired by  Lt. Zebulon Pike 1805 

Fort completed 1825

Built at B’Dote (Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers)
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Giacomo Constantino 
Beltrami

Explorer trying to find the head 
waters of the Mississippi River.

Acquired Red Lake Ojibwe stick 

The Beltrami 1823 Ojibwe Lacrosse Stick 
Collected by Beltrami at Red Lake, Minnesota
now located in Bergamo Museum, Italy
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George Catlin

George Catlin by William Fisk, 

National Portrait Gallery

Ball Players, by George Catlin
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Seth Eastman’s – Ball play on the ice

Drifter’s Village – Bloomington, MN
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Red Lake
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White Earth
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Game adopted in USA
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United States Lacrosse Timeline
United States National Amateur Lacrosse Association – 1879
Newport, Rhode Island

Champions
1879 – Boston Union
1880 – Boston Union
1881 – New York
1882 – Louisville
1883 – Calumets of Chicago
1884 – St. Paul
1885 – St. Paul
1886 – New York
1887 – Calumets awarded cup
1888 – League ended
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St. Paul, Minnesota 1883
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St. Paul Athletic Club sheet  in 1884 showing Throwing of the Lacrosse Ball results
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St. Paul Lacrosse Club late 1890s
Source: Minnesota Historical Society
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Minneapolis Tribune June 30, 1912

Tuesday, November 07, 2017 J. Alan Childs – Midwest Lacrosse on the Prairie



St. Paul Globe - 1884
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Lallys Lacrosse Stick Catalog St. Paul Lacrosse Club George Kerwin’s “Duke’s Special” Lacrosse Stick

St. Paul Lacrosse Club John Stark’s “Lallys Special” Lacrosse Stick
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St. Paul Lacrosse Club at Lexington Park
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1904 Olympics – World’s Fair  
100 year Celebration of Louisiana Purchase

Shamrocks of 
Winnipeg
Gold Medal 
Champions

St. Paul 
Lacrosse Club
1904 
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Drewry Cup – Championship Trophy of WCLA
(Western Canadian Lacrosse Association)

Archives of Manitoba, O’Dowda Collection #174
St. Paul Globe, 1903
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Winnipeg Lacrosse Club, 1907 Souris Lacrosse Club, 1905

Plum Creek, 1887
Winnipeg, 1890
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End of US Midwest Lacrosse

1905 – President Roosevelt saves the sport of football
1906 – Chicago fight ended the Northwest Lacrosse League
1911 – UMN Coach Trott dies on Lake Minnetonka
1914 – World War I

Boarding schools end lacrosse as part of assimilation

GI Bill allows Ojibwe and Dakota soldiers to attend college

Traditions of lacrosse in Upper Midwest end in 1940s
Red Lake, Leech Lake, Ball Club area all die out.
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Dan Ninham – Oneida in Red Lake
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Bringing lacrosse back home

Tuesday, November 07, 2017 J. Alan Childs – Midwest Lacrosse on the Prairie


