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Manuscripts and Special Collections, 

The University of Nottingham, MS 57



Miss Lumsden taken in 

the early 1880s
Miss Dove in 1896







New York Club v the Canadians 1884 – Ontario Lacrosse Museum







First team list







The Shield 

The first trophy for

women’s 

lacrosse



1895



1896



© WAS 1898



© Saint Felix Southwold 1897



Robert Wilkes, far left with his family in Quebec, pre 1901. © John Wilkes



John Robert Sparling Wilkes  Lacrosse and athletics coach

Known as Robert Wilkes he emigrated to England in 1901. His home was

originally in Quebec and his trade was engraver.

Mr Wilkes set himself up as a lacrosse coach and over the years coached at a

number of schools in the London area including: The Princess Helena College, St

George’s School Ascot, Heathfield School and St Stephen’s, Clewer. We know this

because he is mentioned in a number of school magazines.

Heathfield School recorded playing a match in 1904 against Madame Bergman

Österberg’s College where Mr Wilkes also coached so that is how we know he also

coached there.

Madame Bergman Österberg’s College was a prestigious institution where girls

were trained as teachers of Swedish gymnastics and games. On graduating they

were quickly snapped up by girls’ schools and colleges, not just in the UK but also

in America, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand.

These teachers were appointed to schools where they, in turn, introduced lacrosse,

not just in the UK but in the US and as we shall see in Canada.



© The Princess Helena College, Ealing, 1906-1907



St Leonards 1907



1907



1907
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Cara Gascoigne, left,  attended Queen Anne’s School in 1907 

© Queen Anne’s School, Caversham 1907



St Leonards  - draw on the ground 1907



Rosabelle  Sinclair at St Leonards, holding the Shield 1909



Southern Ladies 1911



1912



In 1912 the Ladies

Lacrosse Association was

founded. It was not

called the English Ladies

Association as Scotland

was part of this group.

Lacrosse was a school

based game in the UK.







1913



1913 

Wales v England





The Ladies Field dated18th April 

1914 stated in a report about the 

women’s lacrosse internationals :

Each year sees an enormous

number of recruits, and the well

known Mr Wilkes finds his

clientele increase with amazing

rapidity each successive season.
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John Robert Sparling Wilkes with a group of players about 1920
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1919/1920



1924



Winifred O. Legg, author of 

Lacrosse for Beginners

published in 1923.

Photograph taken at Madame Bergman Österberg’s 

College in 1913. 

(Courtesy of the Bergman Österberg Union  Archive)
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Rosabelle Sinclair.  

Photograph at Madame Bergman Österberg’s College in 1912. 
(Courtesy of the Bergman Österberg Union  Archive)
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Reginald Bligh Halliburton Sinclair 

seemed a bit of an adventurer and 

travelled all over the world.



Rosabelle Sinclair at Bryn Mawr School, Baltimore MD



Screen shot from display monitor at  US Lacrosse Museum and Hall of Fame





Extract from McGill University Year Book 1922

This is the indication that women played lacrosse at 

McGill in 1921

What is not known is who coached the students



Lori Livingston in her article,

Ready … Draw!. The Golden Age of Senior

Women’s Field Lacrosse in Canada, written in 2015,

states that Bishop Strachan School in Toronto began

playing the sport in the early 1920s and Havergal

College began lacrosse in 1927.



Miss Christina Booth,  

pictured here, was the 

games  coach at Bishop 

Strachan School



Left, E.R. Clarke and right, Norah Strathairn.

These ladies were Christina Booth’s lacrosse

coaches at Madame Bergman Österberg’s

College in Dartford.
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©Bishops Strachan School 1926



This extract,  from Havergal 

College’s magazine 

Ludemas indicates that the 

school introduced lacrosse in 

1927



This page is taken from the 

Branksome Slogan dated 

1931.

The sport was introduced to 

the school by Miss Emily 

Irene Ronaldson.



© Branksome Hall 1930s





This article, written in 

1923, refers to lacrosse 

being played by girls in 

California  

The President of the 

Canadian Tourist 

Society was involved 

with the introduction 

of the game to girls in 

South California



Mrs Hooper writes in 

Hockey Field and 

Lacrosse published on 27th

March 1924



This extract, dated

27th March 1924, indicates

President Hooper used a 

chart to explain

to the girls how to play 

lacrosse



British Pathe News clip of women playing lacrosse in Los Angeles in 

1926 called: 

No game for weaklings. 

Girl amazons in  Ladies' Lacrosse Championship show as 

much skill and speed as mere man



Pirates Lacrosse Club Vancouver B.C Champions 1927 - 1931



In 1927-1928, the draw 

for women was changed 

from the traditional 

method on the ground, 

to an action which took 

place at waist level 



© Sherborne School for Girls









We have come along way 

since 1890!

Canada Under 19s 2015
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