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Central Alberta Soccer Association (CASA)
District Referee Department
To: All Referees Assigned to the 2025 Indoor Season (Boarded & Field Games)
From: Philip Ignacio – District Referee Assistant
Date: November 20, 2025
Subject: Player Safety, Boarding Enforcement, and Match Official Expectations
1. Player Safety and Enforcement of Boarding Infractions
Player safety is the top priority in every match — especially in boarded indoor soccer, where the risk of injury increases near the boards. Referees must apply the Laws of the Game and the CSA/ASA Indoor Modifications consistently to prevent dangerous play.
Relevant Laws and Guidance
Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct:
- Careless challenge → No card required
- Reckless challenge → Yellow Card
- Excessive force → Red Card
Boarding – Indoor Interpretation
Any push, charge, or body contact that propels an opponent into the boards is considered:
- Reckless if safety is endangered → Yellow Car
- Excessive force or violent → Red Card (Serious Foul Play or Violent Conduct)
Referee Responsibilities
- Anticipate play near the boards
- Maintain proper angle over proximity
- Apply early disciplinary control
- Communicate decisions clearly
- Document all boarding incidents
2. Uniform and Professional Appearance
All referees must comply with Alberta Soccer’s indoor uniform standards:
- Official referee jersey
- Black shorts and socks
- Clean non-marking indoor shoes
- CSA/ASA badge displayed
- Whistle, cards, notebook, timekeeping device
- Bench officials must wear distinct referee attire
3. Responsibilities of Bench and Support Officials
- Monitor substitutions
- Observe player behavior during stoppages
- Report misconduct
- Ensure proper technical area behavior
4. Final Note
Refereeing is about enforcing the Laws and protecting the spirit of the game. When in doubt, choose safety. CASA remains committed to professional and respected officiating.

Respectfully,
Philip Ignacio
District Referee Assistant
Central Alberta Soccer Association
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