East Central Alberta Female Hockey League
Fall Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2025		
Vermillion Pomeroy Inn & Suites, Vermillion, AB

Meeting called to order @ 6:36pm

In Attendance: Amy Newton, Randi Ness, Jenine Ruzicka, Deirdre Myshaniuk, Darren Sakowich, Trevor Zacharkiw, Mike Fundytus, Keray Cumberland, Tensity Jones, Kyle Borle, Jacinda Davis, Chelsa Noble, Brent Walker, Chad Byrne, JodyAnn McSkimming, Jill Wallace, Crystal Amundson, Krystal Monteith, Jordy Gerling, Amy Eyben, Otto Fayad, Stan Richards, Stacey Rullev, Candice McLean, Laurier Jodom, Ryan Gerlinsky, Josh Whiskeyjack, Shanelle Stick, Ashley DeBusschere
1. Presentation of Member Delegates
1.1 President – Chad Byrne – Irma Minor Hockey (present)
1.2 Vice President – Brent Walker – Wainwright Minor Hockey (present)
1.3 Past President – Jill Wallace – Battle River Knights Minor Hockey (present)
1.4 Treasurer – Jill Wallace – Battle River Knights Minor Hockey (present)
1.5 Secretary – Crystal Amundson – Hughenden Minor Hockey (present)
1.6 U11 Governor – Krystal Montieth – Lloydminster Minor Hockey (present)
1.7 U13 Governor – Jenine Ruzicka – Battle River Minor Hockey (present)
1.8 U15 Governor – Gord Coggar – Cold Lake Minor Hockey (regrets)
1.9 U18 Governor – Jacinda Davis – Fort McMurray Minor Hockey (present)
1.10 Website Admin – JodyAnn McSkimming – Fort McMurray Minor Hockey (present)
1.11 Discipline – Trevor Sonfloo – Lloydminster Minor Hockey (regrets)

2. Roll Call of Member Delegates
2.1 Cold Lake – Darren Sakowich
2.2 Bonnyville – Darren Sakowich
2.3 St. Paul – Dierdre Myshaniuk
2.4 Lac La Biche – Otto Fayad
2.5 Lloydminster – Jordy Gerling
2.6 Vermillion – Stan Richards
2.7 Irma – Amy Newton
2.8 Battle River – Randi Ness
2.9 Provost – dormant, email sent to league
2.10 Kitscoty – Candice McLean
2.11 Wainwright – Keray Cumberland
2.12 Saddle Lake – Josh Whiskeyjack
2.13 Dewberry/Marwayne – Chelsa Noble
2.14 Onion Lake – Shanelle Stick
2.15 Fort McMurray – Kyle Borle
2.16 Hughenden – Tensity Jones
2.17 Mallaig – Laurier Jodom
2.18 Vegreville – Trevor Zacharkiw

3. Approval of Agenda :
3.1.	No additional items to be added to agenda
3.1.1.	Motion to accept by Otto
3.1.2.	Seconded by Jordy
3.1.3.	Motion passed unanimously

4. Reading of 2025 Spring Meeting Minutes
4.1.	Motion to accept minutes by Jacinda
4.2.	Seconded by Darren
4.3.	Motion passed unanimously

5. Introduction of Potential New Association
5.1.	Edgerton has expressed interest over the past few months, but was not able to put together a formal submission for the 2025-26 season

6. Business Arising fro the Minutes
6.1.	Currently, there are no outstanding fines from the 2024-25 season
6.2.	ECAFHL has committed to using electronic game sheets for the upcoming season.  JodyAnn McSkimming will keep working on the setup of same.  Our league will continue to utilize paper game sheets for this season as well, for backup purposes. Managers will be required to scan paper game sheets to the website following games, as they have in past seasons.
6.3.	The ECAFHL continues to pursue interleague play weekends with the RMFHL and APHL, but still waiting for confirmation from aforementioned leagues.  If this is something that we are able to confirm and put into place for the 2025-26, ECAFHL teams do not have to participate if they wish not to, but they do have to adhere to the blackout weekends from league play.
Calgary/Edmonton leagues have chosen Dec. 6 & 7 and Feb 7 & 8 weekends for their blackout weekends.  ECAFHL would likely look at Dec. 6 & 7th as well.  Maybe not Feb 7 & 8th, as this is our last weekend for league play.

7. President’s Report
7.1.	Chad reports that the president’s report largely mimics the business arising from the minutes (see above).  
Chad mentions that the newest version of the AB-1 rules and regulations are now posted on the Hockey Alberta Website.  Some highlights from the AB-1 regs include a breakdown of the formal complaint process. The process to be followed is manager to association president to ECAFHL president.
8. Number of Teams
	
	U9
	U11
	U13
	U15
	U18

	Lakeland
	1?
	1
	1
	1
	1

	St. Paul
	
	
	
	1
	

	Lloydminster
	
	0-2
	1-2
	1-2
	2

	Vermillion
	2
	1-2
	1
	
	1

	Irma
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	BRK
	
	1
	
	
	1

	Wainwright
	1-2
	1
	1
	
	

	Saddle Lake
	
	
	1?
	1?
	1?

	Onion Lake
	
	
	
	
	1

	Marwayne/Dewberry
	
	
	
	
	1

	Fort McMurray
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Hughenden
	1?
	1
	1
	1
	

	Mallaig
	
	1
	
	
	

	Vegreville
	
	1
	
	1
	

	Lac La Biche
	1
	1
	
	
	


8.1.	JodyAnn will work on a U9 contact list; associations are to let her know of U9 managers/contacts to include in email

9.	Treasurer’s Report
	9.1.	Jill presents Treasurer’s report; total balance currently $41,188.87
	9.2.	Motion to accept the treasurer’s report by Jacinda
	9.3.	Seconded by Stan
	9.4.	Motion passed unanimously

10.Reports of Councils and Committees
10.1.	Discipline report given by Brent Walker.  States that he will be sending a note to governors regarding protocol for incident reports.  Brent also stresses the importance for meeting attendees to pass info from ECAFHL meeting on to team managers.

11.	New Business
11.1.	ECAFHL scheduling meeting
	11.1.1.	2025-26 scheduling meeting is set for Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2025, @ 6:30pm at the Pomeroy in Vermillion
	11.1.2.	ONE ASSOCIATION REP PER AGE GROUP, NO EXCEPTIONS
	11.1.3.	 ECAFHL requests that each team per each age group comes to the meeting with 10 (reasonable) ice times.  Please have your ice times in front of you for the meeting; associations are to avoid sharing of 1 computer/etc. from 1 table.
11.2.	League play to start the weekend of October 17th for all age groups.  All other important dates are listed on the ECAFHL website.
11.3.	U11 Season & Year End Tournament
	U11 year end tournament will be March 6-8, 2026.  If your association is interested in hosting, please notify the U11 governor prior to or at the scheduling meeting, so the executive can discuss and award the successful community.  
Due to the projected large number of U11 teams for the upcoming season, the league would consider awarding 2 associations as host sites in order to lighten the load that comes with hosting a 10-13 team tournament.  This is something that would require further discussion and planning in order to work out some of the logistics, and will potentially be re-visited in the coming weeks/months.
11.4.	The newest revision of Hockey Alberta’s AB-1 rules and regulations have been released and posted on the Hockey Alberta website.  Please familiarize yourselves with those and note the date to ensure you are reading the current revision.
11.5.	U13 & U18 Provincials to be held March 20-22, 2026
	League Championship round to be completed by March 9, 2026
	Round 2 to be completed by February 23, 2026
	Round 1 to be completed by February 16, 2026
	Regular season to be completed by February 9, 2026
11.6.	U15 Provincials to be held March 27-29, 2026
	League Championship round to be completed by March 15, 2026
	Round 2 to be completed by March 1, 2026
	Round 1 to be completed by February 22, 2026
Regular season to be completed by February 15, 2026
All important dates are listed on the ECAFHL website
11.7.	Chad reviews important dates from the website, including Christmas break blackout the week of December 21, 2025
11.8.	Fines:
11.8.1.	No $100 fines for non-attendance need to be sent after today’s meeting, as all associations have sent a representative or an e-mail  stating their intent
11.8.2.	Motioned by Crystal
11.8.3. Seconded by Jenine
11.9.	Krystal Monteith brings up the idea of tiering age groups before playoffs start, rather than after the 1st round of playoffs.  There was some discussion surrounding this at the previous spring meeting, so just looking for clarification on what the plan is for the upcoming season.  Chad is supportive of the idea if an age group has more than 8 teams; would just split into top and bottom tier after regular season league standings are finalized. More discussion of same would be necessary closer to the Christmas break.
11.10.	BRK Minor Hockey Association is hosting a female U18 3 vs 3 tournament Oct. 3-5 for anyone interested.
11.11.	Lakeland is hosting a female U15/U18, tier 2, tournament Oct. 3-5 as well

12.	Elections of Excecutive for 2025-26 Season
	12.1.	President: Chad Byrne – Irma Minor Hockey (2nd year of term position)
	12.2.	Vice President: Brent Walker – Wainwright Minor Hockey (2nd year of term position)
	12.3.	Secretary: Jenine Ruzicka nominates Crystal Amundson (Hughenden Minor Hockey) to take position for another 2 year term. Amy Newton seconds the nomination.  All in favor. Crystal accepts the nomination.
	12.4.	Treasurer: Otto Fayad nominates Stan Richardson (Vermillion Minor Hockey). Jacinda Davis seconds the nomination.  All in favor. Stan accepts the nomination.
	12.5.	Website/Social Media: Kyle Borle nominates JodyAnn McSkimming (Fort McMurray Minor Hockey). Jordie Gerling seconds the nomination.  All in favor.  JodyAnn accepts the nomination.
	12.6.	Discipline Director: Trevor Sonfloo - Lloydminster Minor Hockey (2nd year of term position)
	12.7.	U11 Governor: JodyAnn McSkimming nominates Krystal Monteith (Lloydminster Minor Hockey). Jordie Gerling seconds nomination.  All in favor.  Krystal accepts the nomination.
	12.8.	U13 Governor: Amy Newton nominates Jenine Ruzicka (BRK). Otto Fayad seconds nomination.  All in favor.  Jenine accepts nomination.
	12.9.	U15 Governor: Darren Sakowich nominates Gord Coggar (Cold Lake Minor Hockey).  Otto Fayad seconds nomination.  All in favor.  Gord accepts nomination.
	12.10. U18 Governor: Chelsa Noble nominates Jacinda Davis (Fort McMurray Minor Hockey). Kyle Borle seconds nomination.  All in favor.  Jacinda accepts the nomination.
*Should be noted for future reference that Governor positions are only a 1 year term

13.	Bank Signing Authority
13.1.	Amy Newton makes a motion to remove Jill Wallace from bank signing authorities and add Stan Richards.  Motion seconded by Jenine Ruzicka.  All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
13.2.	Crystal Amundson and Chad Byrne will continue to have bank signing authority
14.	Adjounment
	14.1.	Spring meeting date and time: April 30, 2026 @ 6:30pm, Vermillion Pomeroy 
	14.2.	Adjounment
14.2.1. Jacinda Davis motions to adjourn meeting @ 7:54
14.2.2. Seconded by Crystal Amundson.  All in favor. Motion passed unanimously
	


