
 

 

ESSPA Board of Directors Meeting 
Minutes 

 
Date: October 24, 2023 
Start Time: 7:00 pm 
Location Meridian Place (10142 – 111 Street)  

 
In attendance:  Bill, Darlene, Kerri, Tracie, Mary Ellen, Karen (on phone), Danny, Sue 
 
Absent with regrets: Brent, Grant, Sandy 
 
Absent: Rich, Barb/Tom, Medley 

 
Call to order- 7:19 
 
1. Approval of minutes from following meetings: 

 

Motion: Approve February 16th minutes as shared with agenda by Darlene 

2nd by Danny 
Passed  

 

Motion: Approve April 13th minutes as shared with agenda by Bill 

2nd by Sue 
Passed  

 

Motion: Approve June 21st minutes as shared with agenda by Danny 

2nd by Darlene 
Passed  

 

Motion: Approve August 29th minutes as shared with agenda by Sue 

2nd by Danny 
Passed  

 

Motion: Approve September 14th minutes as shared with agenda by Bill 

2nd by Danny 
Passed  

 
 
2. Winter inspection of ESSPA premises 

• List of duties as part of the winter check required for insurance purposes 

• Jamie Parliament performed this job for ESSPA in 2022, and as part of his inspection he 
was cleaning up garbage.  With the new enclosure around the building, and the dugouts 
now closed off, is this necessary?  Ask Jamie to record concerns re garbage/other in a 
log which can be reviewed at end of November 

  



 

 

 

Motion: Offer Jamie $15 per winter check visit to diamonds, which does not include any 
garbage pickup by Tracie 

2nd by Darlene 
Passed  

 
 
3. Advertising discussion 

• Good to know how a new person/player found out about us, did last year’s advertising 
make any difference? 

• Advertising raises awareness of what we do as a league – look at getting a TV spotlight 
done – picking up garbage, seniors playing ball 

o Tracie reach out to Global or CTV to see if possible to get (i.e., Shane Blakely 
does a spot on areas of interest) 

 
4. Record email motion for diamond maintenance 
 

Motion: To have a contractor come in with landscaping equipment to break up the 
remaining diamonds before it snows or freezes, the estimated cost is 
$2,200.00 dollars. by Grant 

2nd by Brent 
Passed  

 
5. Record email motion for Early Registration Discount 

• Team registration - I am proposing we run an "Early Bird" package for all teams that runs 
Oct 2, 2023 (or asap to that date) through to Dec 21,2023 Then after that the Teams 
packages will switch to regular pricing @ $2100 / $2500 (with umps). 

• Div 1 & 2 - their early registrations can start Jan 1, 2024 - Feb 28, 2024 with regular fees 
packages rolling out March 1st (these dates need to be confirmed) 

• Discount offered calculation - it would be 5% for teams on BASE price (not including the 
extra umpire fees for those divisions), which works out to $105 off.  For Div 1 & 2 
amounts to $8 off per player 

• Worst case scenario, based on a generous 400 members, the league would be receiving 
$3200 less in registration fees IF 100% of the members took advantage of the early bird 
registrations. In conversation with our treasurer, this is an amount we can live with. 

• Hopefully adopting this method of registration for the coming season(s) will give us an 
advantage on attracting players and perspective on if more adverting is required as we 
see how the registrations are going each year. 

 

Motion: To run an "Early Bird" package for all teams that runs Oct 2, 2023 (or asap to 
that date) through to Dec 21,2023 and an early bird discount for Div 1 & 2 
players (dates to be determined) by Sandy 

2nd by Brent 
Passed  

 
6. Meeting adjourned 8:28 pm 
 
 
Date for next meeting – Tuesday, January 23, 2024, 7:00pm at Meridian Place 
 



ESSPA Field Closure and Game Cancelation Policy 2024 
 
Edmonton Senior Slo-pitch Association (ESSPA) and its membership are required to adhere to 
any regulations and closures (field closures and health recommendations) as set out by the City 
of Edmonton and the Province of Alberta as per our Home Base Agreement.    
 
FIELD CLOSURE 
 
All ESSPA fields will be closed and no games or practices will occur if the City has closed the 
fields.  Please check the City of Edmonton Field Closure line 780-496-4999 or the website  
https://coewebapps.edmonton.ca/facilitynotifications/default.aspx?args=4,131.   You can 
subscribe to notifications for City field closures by clicking the link on that page. 
 
We are considered a Natural Grass Unstaffed Field.  Please pay special attention to specific 
comments around shale infields. Last updates are at 2 pm weekdays. 
 
In the event that City fields are open as of 2 pm and there has been significant rain after that 
time, ESSPA’s Maintenance or Facilities Director will check with maintenance staff and will 
make a call as to whether the diamonds are playable by 4:00 p.m.  Every effort will be made to 
contact Division Co-ordinators and team leaders to let players know field status prior to game 
time. 
 
If teams arrive at the diamonds and find standing water or conditions that would make it 
unsafe to play or if playing or practicing could cause damage to the field- use should be 
cancelled.  Divisions will determine whether games will be re-scheduled depending on diamond 
availability. 
 
GAME STOPPAGES AND CANCELATION 
 
In the event of a thunderstorm, umpired divisions will suspend or call the game at the umpire’s 
discretion.  In divisions where there are no umpires, team leaders should agree to suspend the 
game or cancel the game and have all players seek shelter.  Consensus for most sport and work 
place governing bodies suggest 30 seconds between lightning and thunder is cause for 
suspension of play and that no play should continue until 30 minutes after last thunder. 
 
Games and practices will be cancelled if the Air Quality is rated 7 or higher.  If the Air Quality 
changes during the course of the game and players start to exhibit difficulty breathing, itchy or 
watery eyes, etc. the game should be suspended or cancelled.  Divisions will determine if there 
will be make up games depending on diamond availability. Check the following website for up 
to date information.   https://airquality.alberta.ca/map/     
https://weather.gc.ca/airquality/pages/abaq-001_e.html 
 

https://coewebapps.edmonton.ca/facilitynotifications/default.aspx?args=4,131
https://airquality.alberta.ca/map/
https://weather.gc.ca/airquality/pages/abaq-001_e.html


Games and practices will be cancelled if AHS has issued a heat advisory recommending 
suspension of outdoor sporting activities.  Typically this is when the temperature is in excess of 
36℃ - 40℃ depending on the Humidex.   
 
You can sign up for alerts at  
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/weather-general-tools-
resources/weathercan.html. or   
https://www.alberta.ca/about-emergency-alerts.aspx.  
 
ESSPA will try to contact team leaders in a timely fashion should any of these advisories be 
issued but team leaders should use their discretion should situations arise during games or 
practices. 
 
ESSPA takes the health and safety of its members seriously as well as the protection of the 
league’s assets.  This policy has been put in to place to ensure the well being of members and 
the league. 
 
Enjoy the season and play safe! 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/weather-general-tools-resources/weathercan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/weather-general-tools-resources/weathercan.html
https://www.alberta.ca/about-emergency-alerts.aspx













