2025 COACHES MEETING

TN\

GREATER EDMONTON MINOR

SOFTBAU' ASSOCIA'"oN

>

N

APRIL 22ND, 2025

Ul1 CATEGORY




INTRODUCTIONS

I\

L
 _ M@




\

AGENDA




OBJECTIVES OF THE UT1 PROGRAM

» Creating a fun environment for youth to learn
softball

» Developing sportsmanship, teamwork and a
sense of fair play
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 Increasing skill and understanding of the game
of softball

* To Focus on the core skill Development and
fundamentals of Softball



COACHES = DO’S S

« READ THE HAND BOOK
« ENCOURAGE PARENTS TO READ THE HANDBOOK

* PLAYER ENCOURAGEMENT AND FAIR PLAY

« MAINTAIN CONTROL
« Emotions SO\X/\Y//'
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* Fans/Spectators

 Parents



COACHES = DON'T <

* MISTREAT UMPIRES

* RAISE VOICE IN ANGER

* FORGET THAT POSITIVE

 ENCOURANGEMENT AND FAIR TEAM
PLAY MAKES IT FUN FOR ALL PLAYERS




PLEASE REMEMBER

THISISAGAME
COACHES ARE VOLUNTEERS
UMPIRES ARE HUMAN

EVERYONE DESERVES
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RESPECT IN SPORT

Coaches are required by GEMSA
and Softball Alberta to have

* Respect In Sport
AND/OR

» Safe Sport Canada
for Activity Leaders
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THE BASICS — PART 1

« GAME NIGHTS
» Tuesday AND/OR Thursday
« 2 games 1 practice rotation
« Game Start fime 6:30 PM

« TEAM SIZE
« Minimum of 8 to start

 All Players are to bat in order
« GAME PLAY
 Maximum 7 innings

'\SAZ/'

GREATER EDMONTON MINOR

soﬂsnl.l. ASSOC lA“ON

* 5 Runs per inning



THE BASICS — PART 2

 DIAMOND
e Bases — 45’
* Pifching — 35’

*« BALL- 11"

 EQUIPMENT
« Caged Helmet

e Infielders Mask
« NO Metal Cleats
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WHAT TO EXPECT ON GAME DAY

* First Team to arrive has choice of dugout
» Check the field — Safety First

« Home team is responsible for diamond set up

« Home team will be identified on the schedule.

* Line-up cards must be completed

« Recommended to Add Last Name or Initial




DEVELOPMENTAL VS
INTERMEDIATE VS ADVANCED

» Developmental Pitching will be a, ‘no walk’
format all Season

* Infermediate Pitching will be a, ‘no walk’
format UNTIL after the May Long weekend
- then will be Player Pitch for the remainder
of the Season

» Advanced Pitching will be Player Pitch for
the entire Season




NO WALK PITCHING INSTRUCTIONS

 The batter receives 4 balls, based on the batters
pitch count, the Batters Coach then pitches,

« No strikes, coach gets up to 3 pitches
* | strike, coach gets up to 2 pitches
2 strikes, the coach will pitch 1 Pitch

* The batter must swing on the pitches the coach
throws

* The Player doesn’'t hit and the coach is out of
pitches, they have struck out.
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RULES — HIGHLIGHTS

e RULES NOT IN EFFECT
* Third Strike Rule
* Infield Fly Rule

« PITCHERS
« MAXIMmum 3 inniNgs per game
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« STEALING HOME on a Wild Pitch
« FOR U111 Advanced ONLY




Top 20 Misunderstood Rules
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The

lowever, if the batter

called. With this cal, the plate umpire does have the opportunity (o check with

he base umpires) following the request from the d

mner forfeis exemption from liability to be put out if, after overrunning Requirements for an Infield Fly
base, makes an attempt to run to second b 7 runners on first and second base OR first, second and third base
key o this is the runner continues to second base. There must be 3

¥ not a buns

an attempt towards ad

g back o firs ¥ can be caught by an infleider with ordinary effort - this Includes the

pitcher, catcher or any outfieider positioned in the infield

Once an Infield Fly

if the hit becomes 2 foul ball, no penalty - treat fike any other foul
ball
he plate umpire's judgement that the batter made o swing R

he ball (but not 2 full swing), the plate umpire shall call the pitched ball a

it s m i e he batter is out regardless of whether the ball is caught or

he runners may advance at their own

empted to swing at the ball but the plate umpire did

i the fly bal is caught, the runners

see the attempt (perhaps blocked out by the catcher) then a ball shall be o up

fthe fly ball is not caught, the runner can choose to

e batter has already been declared out

o force play

umpire shal only answer  check swing req
base umgice shall only respond t0. request made drecty o them by »
umpire, (The base umpie dovs not respand 1o request made directlyto them
@ de yer Lead-off (Pitchers Circle)
i P s The ichesGrdes heses wihin s o the icher' e
shall ¢ d to the plate umpires request by calling “Yes” and the call shall be N S S SRR R
changed from ballto suike by the plate unpire. Even though the ball may be in the pitcher’s possession in the
pitchers dirde, the batter-runner
OOy N st first base and s entited to ds second
asesonan O\ . W as the batter ner does not stop at first base

oft

7 the award is two bases from the &

¥ When properly insialled, first and third base are positioned on the diamond

¥ The plate umpire should signal foir ballimmediately once the batted balltrikes

Step

Ste

Points of Emph

e a thrown ball goes out

of play (beyond the established boundary lines 2 stop, the batter runner must

e playing feld e or retum to the base

il runners, including the batter-runner shall be aw,

fed two bases fro ined UNLESS the pitcher mokes a play {includ
he last base legally touched at the time that the thrown ball lef: the w) on the batter runner or ancther runner
fielder's hand
f there are two runners between the same bases, the award is based on i rvaer Mops ynd shly SEadthare of s b e 19
itk ions pcher s posseston o the ballinthe hche’ cde and no piay

o remember with this rule:  the runner stops and then makes a move in more than one direction

ition of the runner he tirme the ball e

Ay after the stop while the pitcher has possession of the ball

he ball went out of play — tha made “DEAD BA

in the pitcher’s dircle and no play
impor long overthrow from the outfield OUT - LEAD OFF"
sched - if a runner has.

fegally
rounded second base and is recuming to fist ba
rded third base as the fast

Key to remember with this rule:

g up on 3 fly bl

 the pitcher cannot force the first stop by 3 runner merely by

se that they had fegall

havieg po her's circle. The ru

i of the ball in the ;

s first base

allowed one stop. As soon as the runner stops runner must make

3 decision immediately to either advance or retum

it it J Flome late as A play on the runner {including a fake throw) nullifies any
e Plate penalty. Every fake throw lows the runner one more stop
battedballremainsalveand inplay whenit srikeshome
when a batted ball comes torest on home plate, itis dtheplate

e cooedingly

¥ Remermber, the faie/foul ines come to the back point of home plate sothe plate s

completely in faie territory terference

or ThirdBase ypically an act by an offensive player

o0ssibie to have umpire interference and spectator interference

completely in fai territory * see Results
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W thatis required tomake it  fair ball
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he
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dgement as to where the offensive player would
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« i the obstructed player s called out, “Dead Ball®, anc
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Stepping back toward home

s the batte.

‘akes contact with the bal

After hitting a fair batted ball the batter runner shall proceed
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nes kaocptable asthe When the batter runner stops between first base and home the
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¥ When a batter runner / runner stops after legally obtaining first
e, between first & second base, second & third, third and

\ome the runner is in jeapardy of being put out
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Double Base

The Double Base is used at st base with the on in fe

territory end the white porticn in fair temitory. A batted ball suiking the

white/fall portion is dedared 2 faic ball

The defensive player uses the white/feir portion of the base at all Smes.
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fthe ball &
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orange/foud portion of the base no loager exists
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R E S Hands —Not part of the bat
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UMPIRE/ARBITER -
JUDGEMENT

everything you possibly can about the

mate pros and cons of your choices. Imagine the

ences, both good and bad. Be prucent and use

t choose the best optio

3t is g00d judgement VS bad Judgement

e to de
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SCORE SHEET CHEAT SHEET

SCOREKEEPING CHEAT SHEET

LIST OF POSITIONS AND POSITION #

Pitcher (F)
Catcher (C)

First base (1B)
Second Base (2B)
Third Base (3B)
ShortStop (55)
Left Field (LF)
Center Field (CF)
Right Field (RF)

18 Sinagle B Balk
2B Pouble FB Fassed Ball
3B Triple WP Wild Piteh
HR Home Run GRP Ground Rule Pouble
K Strikeout Swinging PP Pouble Play
A Strikeout Looking FG Fielder’s Choice
BE Base on Balls IFE Infield Fly Rule
IBB Intentional Walk | Interference
HBP Hit By Pitch Pl Pefensive Indifference
SB Stolen Base ! Great Play
CS Caught Stealing E Error

8 Smith, J

29 Lawson, A

1T Henry, D

i3 Jones, T.

The Basic plays that ocour in Softball are scored as follows;
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Sivikecut
Swinging

Sirikeout Fielder's Ervoa Interference
Looking T |'-~I|-||l-|-||u (Catchery

ihl by Pite

Often, on a base hit, a scorekeeper will also draw a line to show where the ball was hit




== UMPIRES

WILL Be respected at all times

« Umpire present — NO Pay at Plate

 No Umpire present.... Expectations are,
* Teams will provide a parent umpire —

« Home teams to Provide plate umpire/Away team Base umpire

* |F Switching each half inning (Home team umpire when their
team is in the field/Visiting team while at bat) ,\ /.
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YELLOW CARD

* Yellow Card
 Why a yellow card program

- As we have an issue with recruiting and retaining officials, it is
important to protect, encourage and respect them.

» These officials in most cases are young officials and are still

learning the game, no different then your players. We need to

be able to give these officials a mechanism that they can use
with confidence and be respected.
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What can we use as a "Yellow Card?"

Umpire Communication and Culture Project

PLATE CONFERENCE

. INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND/OR YOUR
PARTNER(S) AT THE PLATE MEETING

. PROVIDE THE COACHES WITH THE
OPPORTUNITY TO INTRODUCE THEMSELVES

. GO OVER ANY GAME/PARK SPECIFIC RULES

. “If you have a question during the game,
please ask for time, and when time is
granted, respectfully approach me or my
partner. We will discuss the play, and we will

give you our FINAL decision.”

. “Just like the players, | will try my best, but
do not expect perfection. If there are any
concerns about the game, don't hesitate to
get in touch with the UIC (Umpire in
Charge).”

. “Coach, are you and all your players,
coaches, parents, and spectators ready to
conduct themselves respectfully, fairly, and
within the Softball Alberta Code of Conduct
and Safe Sport?”

. “Is this understood?”

Umpire Communication and Culture Project

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES

COACH/PLAYERS

“Coach, you or your team’s behavior is unacceptable,
and you have not honored our Agreement.

Continued poor behavior will result in you or the player
being removed from the game.”

PARENTS/SPECTATORS

“Coach, your parent/spectator behavior is unacceptable,
and you have not honored our Agreement.

Continued poor behavior will result inyou or the
parent/spectator being removed from the game.”




Minor Misconduct (Yellow Card)

Use of audible foul language
. Disputing judgment or decision of an umpire
. Minor equipment abuse

. Frivolous complaints (first incident)

« Talking Back toan Umpire

Displays of inappropriate aggressive behavior

Major Misconduct (Ejection)

. Receiving a second Yellow Card in agame

« Disparaging or insulting remarks and/or the use of foul language directed toward a
player/coach/official/umpire/spectator

. Failing to carry out a lawful direction of an umpire

*  Abusing an umpire or official

 Deliberately barging with force

. Displays of excessive aggressive behavior

. Frivolous complaints (second and further incidents)

. Major equipment abuse where there is potential to injure participants and/or spectators

. Fighting after being provoked

. Provoking a fight but no further involvement

Physically attacking an umpire



What are we asking UIC's to do after an incident?

PLAYER/COACH
Follow up with the individual who was given the yellow card:

Immediate Contact:

Listen Actively:

Identify Issues

Offer Constructive Feedback:

Remember, supporting a youth umpire isn't just about addressing immediate concerns but also about fostering their long-term
development and resilience in the role.




AGE
<16

17 - 21
22 - 30
31-40
41 - 50
51 - 60
61-70
>70

Unknown

210
40
26
18
63
55
43
26

485

43.3%
8.2%
5.4%
3.7%
13.0%
11.3%
8.9%
5.4%
0.8%
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ARE WE PLAYING?

« Diamonds

« Games are on, unless diamonds are closed by
city/county.

» Check rainout websites
« Air Quality — Rain outs — too cold — foo hot

« Games are on, unless you have received a
notification from GEMSA thru RAMP
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« ANY Information we have will be sent to
coaches thru RAMP



— —
RESCHEDULING

* Diamonds
* Book your own
* Umpire
« contact GEMSA (min 48 hr notice)

« Games cancelled due to Weather/Air quality if
not made up will be considered a fie

« Games cancelled for any other reason will be
considered a forfelt

« GEMSA will have a Game reschedule form
online
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WHAT ARE OUR STANDINGS?

«Scores are to be entered in
RAMP

* League Standings will then
calculate




2025 FINALS

e Location — Leduc, Alberta

Diamonds —

 LEDE 1-7, ELKS 1-2, AILEEN FALHER 1-2,
Calmar 1-3

* We are working on additional diamonds

* Playoffs MAY start on Thursday
June 191, 2025.
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WHO DO | CONTACT?

* Book Umpires
 freasurer@gemsa.ca & scheduler@gemsa.ca

* Umpire Concern
« commissioner@gemsa.ca & admin@gemsa.ca

« Game Concern

« commissioner@gemsa.ca & admin@gemsa.ca
» General questions NN 2

¢ Odmiﬂ@qemgg CQqQ GREATER EDMONTON MINOR

e | can’'t Make the Finals I;Emsn

onsso 'A‘l'ltln
 registrar@gemsa.ca & admin@gemsa.ca



mailto:commissioner@gemsa.ca
mailto:admin@gemsa.ca
mailto:admin@gemsa.ca
mailto:registrar@gemsa.ca
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OTHER INFO

 Schedules

* Will be posted on- line - Coaches will receive an
email Notification

* Ensure you are notified by updating your
contact information in RAMP

« RAMP
« UPDATE Coach/Contact Information
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Questions?
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