PRESS RELEASE

TO:

All Media/Press Outlets (ATT: Sports Director/Editor)

FROM:
Alberta Schools’ Athletic Association/Football Alberta

RE:

High School and Minor Football Provincial Playoffs

DATE:
Tuesday, November 12, 2019
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The following are the draws for the 2019 ASAA Provincial High School Football Playoffs that will lead up to the twelvth Alberta Bowl.  The times and locations are included as well as the provincial ranking of the teams (as determined by Football Alberta) and contacts for each team involved.  For general information about the draw and the playoffs please contact:

Joel Bundock - ASAA Program Coordinator
(780)427-8182(B)

Tim Enger - Football Alberta (Results Coord.)
(780)905-7822(C)

 
TIER I (School Pop. 1250+)

Northern Final
#4 Harry Ainlay Titans at #9 Grande Prairie Warriors 
Sat. Nov. 16 - 12:00 p.m., CKC Field (Grande Prairie)

A long way to go for the Titans to secure their third straight Alberta Bowl berth, but they’re ready for the challenge.  The Warriors of Grande Prairie are consistent participants in this game but only once have advanced beyond it in 2004.  As for the Titans they are really coming into their own.  A hard-fought battle in the snow against their traditional rivals from Salisbury in the Metro Edmonton Championship game has left them battle hardened and ready for more.  The return of Team Alberta U18 QB, Eli Hetlinger, from a mid-season injury that kept him out of the last half of the season has opened up the offense to both the pass and run and the defence has been lights out for weeks.  A tough road to overcome for the Warriors but they are at home and stranger things have happened.  If they can hang with the favoured Titans who knows what can happen late in the game.  Should be fun this Saturday in Grande Prairie..
Contacts: Grande Prairie – Travis Miller (780)518-5650(B)
Harry Ainlay – Tyler Greenslade (780)887-6074(C)
 
                                                        Southern Final
#6 L.C.I. Rams  at #1 St. Francis Browns
Sat. Nov. 16 – 2:00 p.m., Hellard Field at Shouldice Park (Calgary)

A long time ago on an island far, far away……  Well, maybe not THAT long ago, but August seems pretty distant at this time of year and that’s when a bright light for Team Alberta U17 came into his own.  LCI tailback Spencer Stanko, shone as the U17 team barnstormed scrimmages against four varsity high school teams on the island of Maui.  Now he gets to perform again under pressure in a contest that will be several degrees cooler. Stanko’s three TD’s in the first half in last weekends shutout win over #10 Foothills confirm him as a rising star.  But now he gets to deal with the stingy Browns defence which is right up there with the best ever to do it in Alberta.  Only once vs. Raymond in early September have the Browns given up more than single digits in a game. Team Alberta U18 stars defensive back Charlie De Land and defensive linemen Adrian Minakata and Saihaj Virdee and their team mates are waiting for Mr. Stanko so it will be interesting who comes out on top this Saturday. 
Contacts: St. Francis – Tyler Park (403)500-2026(B)
 L.C.I.  – Darren Majeran (403)328-9606(B)
PAST TIER I CHAMPIONS

1986 - Salisbury Sabres          1994 - L.C.I Rams

2002 – Bev Facey Falcons   2010 – Raymond Comets
1987 - Harry Ainlay Titans    1995 – St. Francis Browns           2003 – St. Francis Browns
  2011 – Harry Ainlay Titans
1988 - L.C.I. Rams
    1996 – Raymond Comets
2004 – St. Francis Browns
  2012 – Notre Dame Pride
1989 - L.C.I. Rams
    1997 - Raymond Comets
2005 – Raymond Comets    2013 – Notre Dame Pride
1990 - L.C.I Rams                 1998 - Raymond Comets 
2006 – Salisbury Sabres
  2014 – Notre Dame Pride
 
1991 - Henry Wise Wood     1999 – Jasper Place Rebels
2007 – St. Francis Browns
  2015 – St. Francis Browns 
 
1992 - L.C.I. Rams                2000 – Strathcona Lords

2008 – Raymond Comets
  2016 – St. Francis Browns
1993 – L.C.I. Rams               2001 – Strathcona Lords
               2009 – Raymond Comets
  2017 – Harry Ainlay Titans







                              2018 – St. Francis Browns
TIER II (School Pop. 750-1249)

Northern Final
#3 Austin O’Brien Crusaders at #4 Lloydminster Barons 
Sat. Nov. 16 – 1:00 p.m., Armstrong Field (Lloydminster)

Looks who’s back!  After a season of ups and downs the defending Provincial Tier II Champion Barons have poured on the gas in Provincials winning their first-round game against the undefeated Paul Kane Blues 61-14.  Coming at them this week is the team that almost upset their dream season last year.  Austin O’Brien is also coming on strong with a solid win last week over the Mighty Peace Champion St. Joseph’s Celtics and pushed the Barons to the brink in the North Semi’s last year.  Trailing 18-17 with no time on the clock they tried a 30 yard field goal that had plenty of leg but hit the post which is the worst possible result in that situation as no points were awarded and the Barons victory propelled them on their way to their first Provincial Title since 1994.  Who will it be this year that gets a shot at the title?  It’s a busy weekend for football in Lloydminster but I wouldn’t want to miss this one.
Contacts:   Austin O’Brien – Devon Hogan (780)466-3161(B)
Lloydminster – Aaron Harper (780)875-8929(B)     

Southern Final
#1 Holy Trinity Academy Knights at #9 Bert Church Chargers 
Sat. Nov. 16 – 1:00 p.m., Ed Eggerer Park (Airdrie)

It’s been quite a year in Airdrie for football with their Bantam team making it to the Provincial Tier III Final and placing two high schools into Provincials in the same season for the first time in the City’s history.  As well, both of those high schools were underdogs last weekend and almost pulled off the double surprize with Tier II Bert Church upsetting the Central Alberta Champion Hunting Hills Lightning and Tier III W.H. Croxford almost doing the same thing to Medicine Hat’s Crescent Heights Vikings before bowing in overtime. The cherry on top of all of this is now the Chargers get to host the Southern Tier II Final and are looking to advance to a Provincial Final for the first time in 26 years.  Heady days indeed!  Now for the reality check.  Coming to town are the #1 ranked and undefeated Holy Trinity Academy Knights.  Still smarting from last years loss in the Alberta Bowl to Lloydminster, the Knights have been on a mission all year and would have no problem inflicting a little midnight on this years Cinderella in order to punch their ticket back to the Big Dance.
Contacts: Holy Trinity Academy – Matt Hassett (403)938-4600(B)
Bert Church – Steven Larsen (403)401-1521(B)
 

PAST TIER II CHAMPIONS
1986 - Stettler Wildcats               1994 – Lloydminster Barons
2002 – Arch. Jordan Scots      2010 – Catholic Central Cougars
1987 - Cardston Cougars
          1995 – Brooks Buffalos
2003 – Arch. Jordan Scots      2011 – Austin O’Brien Crusaders
1988 - Salisbury Sabres 
          1996 – Cochrane Cobras
2004 – Foothills Falcons         2012 – Austin O’Brien Crusaders
1989 - Archbishop Jordan Scots 1997 – Brooks Buffalos          2005 – St. Mary’s Saints         2013 – Austin O’Brien Crusaders
1990 - Cardston Cougars             1998 – Cochrane Cobras
2006 – Foothills Falcons
     2014 – St. Joseph’s Celtics
1991 - Cardston Cougars             1999 – George McDougall     2007 – Notre Dame Pride       2015 – Foothills Falcons      
1992 - Cardston Cougars             2000 – Foothills Falcons        2008 – Notre Dame Pride       2016 – Foothills Falcons 
1993 - Cardston Cougars             2001 – Med. Hat Mohawks    2009 – Foothills Falcons
     2017 – Foothills Falcons






     2018 – Lloydminster Barons

TIER III (School Pop. 450-749)
Northern Final 

   #3 Sturgeon Spirits at #4 Holy Rosary Raiders 
Sat. Nov. 16 – 12:00 p.m., Holy Rosary High School (Lloydminster)

The New Kid on the Block vs. the traditional power of the North.  Since the Raiders moved up to Tier III in 2015, they have been in and won this game every single season.  In fact, with their Tier IV experience previous to that it’s been since 2012 that Holy Rosary did NOT advance to the Alberta Bowl, so their players are well versed in football deep into November. The Sprits on the other hand didn’t exist two seasons ago, so everything they do in Provincials is brand new for them.  Will it be a continuation of the Cinderella season for Sturgeon or another day at the office for Holy Rosary.  Should be a game not to miss in Lloydminster this weekend.
Contacts: Holy Rosary – Vince Orieux (780)875-3600(B)
 
Sturgeon – Chad Hill (780)973-3301(B)
 

Southern Final
 #5 Crescent Heights Vikings at #1 Cochrane Cobras 
Sat. Nov. 16 – 1:00 p.m., Spray Lake Legacy Field (Cochrane)

Perseverance to win in overtime is always a great quality to have in a team and last week the Crescent Heights Vikings needed all of that and more to survive a scare from the unranked W.H. Croxford Cavaliers to win at home 22-21 in OT. Their reward, a ticket to the next round and the potential dead end that the Cochrane Cobras represent.  In eight of the past nine seasons the Cobras have dispatched all comers in the Southern Final.  In fact, in this century the Cobras have only failed to get past this game five times…in 20 seasons. Let’s just say the Vikings have their work cut out for them. Still, the Cobras have looked mortal at times this year, dropping a game to Raymond and losing their star receiver Dawson Gladue midway through the year.  But, this is November and they are 43-6 in that month since 2002 (.878) so…...
Contacts: Cochrane – Rob McNab (403)932-2542(B)  
Crescent Heights – Sean Davis (403)527-6641(B)
 

PAST TIER III CHAMPIONS
1986 - Cochrane Cobras

1994 – Wainwright Commandos
2002 - Cochrane Cobras
  2010 - Cardston Cougars 

1987 - Cochrane Cobras

1995 – Kate Andrews Spartans
2003 - Cochrane Cobras
  2011 - Stettler Wildcats
1988 - Medicine Hat Mohawks
1996 – Sexsmith Sabres
 
2004 - Cochrane Cobras      2012 - Cochrane Cobras
1989 - Will Sinclair Rebels              1997 – Springbank Phoenix             2005 - Cochrane Cobras      2013 - Cardston Cougars
1990 - Raymond Comets

1998 – McCoy Colts

2006 - Wetaskiwin Sabres
  2014 - Cochrane Cobras
1991 - Raymond Comets 

1999 – W.R. Myers Rebels              2007 - Cochrane Cobras
  2015 - Cochrane Cobras  
1992 - Raymond Comets

2000 – W.R. Myers Rebels
2008 - Cochrane Cobras
  2016 - Cochrane Cobras
  
1993 - Bert Church Chargers
2001 – W.R. Myers Rebels
2009 - Brooks Buffalos
  2017 – Cochrane Cobras











  2018 – Cochrane Cobras

TIER IV (School Pop. 449 or less)
Northern Final 

 #6 St. Paul Lions at #4 Ardrossan Bisons
Sat. Nov. 16 – 2:30 p.m., Emerald Hills Stadium (Sherwood Park)

The Lions are on the prowl once again.  Last year’s finalist at the Alberta Bowl is putting together another run.  A regular season .500 record means nothing to a Tier IV team at this time of year and St. Paul is looking to punch their ticket for another shot at the crown.  On the other side of the ball is the most successful Tier IV team of all time.  Playing in the tough Edmonton Metro League, the Ardrossan Bisons see nothing but higher Tier teams each and every regular season and are always well seasoned when it comes to competitive games in November.  However, despite having one five Tier IV titles in the past its been since 2015 since they’ve finished the job so they too are looking for a chance to move on. 
Contacts:   Ardrossan – Paul Schwartz (780)922-2228(B)
St. Paul – Mark Tichkowsky (780)645-4491(B)       
   
Southern Final

#2 Drumheller Titans at #1 Willow Creek Cobras 
Sat. Nov. 16 – 1:00 p.m., Cobra Field (Claresholm)
These two teams certainly left no doubt when it came to who should be in this game with both of them pitching shutouts and scoring over 42 for Drumheller and 53 points for Willow Creek respectively last Saturday.  Guess that’s why they’re the #1 and #2 teams in the Province.  Both of these programs have shown they can win it all in the past and will be a tough out no matter who advances to the Alberta Bowl.   
Contacts:  Willow Creek – Tim Bryson (403)625-3387(B)
Drumheller – Ken Fornier (403)436-0030(B)

  

PAST TIER IV CHAMPIONS
1999 - Oilfields Drillers

2005 - Ardrossan Bisons

2011 - Drumheller Titans
  2017 – Willow Ck. Cobras
2000 - Oilfields Drillers

2006 - Willow Creek Cobras
2012 - Drumheller Titans     2018 – Canmore W’rines
2001 - Ardrossan Bisons

2007 - Sylvan Lake Lakers
2013 - Drumheller Titans
2002 - Bow Valley Bobcats
2008 - Ardrossan Bisons

2014 - Holy Rosary Raiders
2003 - Bow Valley Bobcats
2009 - Rundle College Cobras
2015 - Ardrossan Bisons
2004 - Ardrossan Bisons

2010 - Rundle College Cobras
2016 - Bow Valley Bobcats
6-MAN
Semi-Finals 

 #4 Assumption Crusaders at #1 J.C. Charyk Hawks
Sat. Nov. 16, 1:00 p.m., J.C. Charyk High School (Hanna)
Longest trip of the weekend for a team as the Crusaders of Cold Lake make their way to the home of the defending 6-Man Provincial Champion J.C. Charyk Hawks in Hanna.  This is nothing new for the Crusaders as they did the same trip last year in the quarterfinals and represented themselves quite well before dropping the game by a score of 67-48.  As for the Hawks, being seeded #1 means they get to host for the second straight week and hope to keep their win streak, that is now at 10 in a row, intact for another shot at the title .  
Contacts:  J.C. Charyk – Cam McKeage (403)854-3642(B)
Assumption – Shayne Milford (780)594-4050
#3 Rimbey Spartans at #2 Breton Cougars 
Sat. Nov. 16 - 2:00 p.m., MEGlobal Athletic Park  (Lacombe)


These two are old acquaintances that always put on a great show.  In fact, one of the most thrilling Alberta Bowl games of all time was contested between these two in 2017 where the Spartans prevailed 48-44 but only by the skin of their teeth as on the last play of the game a Breton completion in the end zone was ruled out of bounds.  A dry track on artificial turf in Lacombe will bring the potential for fireworks again.
Contacts:  Breton – Corey Colwell (780)696-3633


Rimbey – Bill Bramfield (403)843-3761(B)
PAST 6-MAN CHAMPIONS
2011 – Father Mercredi Trappers

2016 – St. Joseph’s Crusaders
2012 – Millwoods Christian Royals

2017 – Rimbey Spartans
2013 – Rimbey Spartans


2018 – J.C. Charyk Hawks
2014 – Rimbey Spartans
2015 – St. Joseph’s Crusaders
Bonus Press Release!

Football Minor Provincials
 Finish this Weekend!

Along with all the high school fun the Minor Provincials for Bantam (age 13-15 * not in high school) and Pee-Wee (age 11-12) start this weekend as well.  These listed events are  Provincial Semi-Finals.  Contact Taylor Stiles at the Football Alberta office at (780)427-8108 for more information.
2019 Bantam Provincials

Provincial Finals – Saturday, November 16
Tier I Final – Spruce Grove Cougars @ Sherwood Park Rams
12:00 p.m., Emerald Hills Stadium (Sherwood Park)
Tier II Final – Stettler Cougars @ Lloydminster Red Dogs
3:00 p.m. Holy Rosary High School (Lloydminster)
-30-

