Welcome Parents to U7 Hockey!  
 
 
It's time to begin preparing for the 2024/2025 hockey season.  I'm sure the players are as excited to get back to the rink as much as we will be to watch them! 
 
Thank you for registering your player in Lloydminster Minor Hockey.  For those who don’t know me, my name is Justin Hougham, and I am the Director of the U7 Division.  I have some information for the beginning of the season to share with you, with more to come in the next few weeks. 
   
Registered correctly? 
If you are reading this email, your player is registered for the U7 Mainstream Division. 
  
 
Evaluations 
We have ice time booked for the weekend of October 5th and 6th for evaluations.  Each player will be assigned a group and each group will skate 2 sessions that weekend, one on Saturday and one on Sunday.  The ice sessions will be skill-based, just to see where the kids are at and to divide the teams evenly.  There is no pressure, and this is not a try-out – it will be a fun weekend to get the kids on the ice!  
  
 
Evaluation Volunteers 
Evaluation weekend requires a significant amount of work.  Please take the time to see what you can do during the evaluation weekend.  Here is a list of the type of jobs we need: 
· Jersey Table - Hand out (Saturday) and Collection (Sunday) 
· Jersey Washers - Jerseys will be collected at the end of the Sunday session, to be washed prior to return to the LMHA office. 
· On-Ice Coaches - At least four coaches are required for each evaluation session; and we also welcome additional on-ice helpers so the sessions run smoothly. 
· If your child is new to hockey and you will be on the ice specifically to help him/her, please do not sign up as a helper – just let me know that you will be out there to help your own athlete. 
· Evaluators – 4 evaluators for Saturday and 4 evaluators for Sunday. If you feel you can spend both days as an evaluator, please let me know as this helps the evaluation process tremendously.  Individuals with a hockey background are beneficial to our evaluations as it helps divide the teams evenly.  
 
I will send a separate email with the SignUp.com link this week. 
 
 
Practices 
U7 Practices will be held Wednesdays and Fridays throughout the year with Games on Sundays.  Games will be half ice as per Hockey Alberta guidelines.  Practices will see 3 teams per ice surface.  Please know that after evaluations are completed, teams will not be formed until we have enough coaches registered. We will not be hitting the ice after evaluations until every team has coaching staff in place. 
 
  
Coaches and Managers 
If you intend to coach or manage a team this year, please do me a favor.  First, please reply to this email indicating that you intend to be a Head Coach, Manager, Asst. Coach, on-ice helper, etc. for your player's team.  Then, go to the LMHA website and fill out a coaching application, or Click here for the Coaching Application.  Please do this sooner than later.  By filling coaching positions earlier, we'll be able to get on the ice without delay. 
  
 
U7 Home Tournament – February 1-2, 2025
We will be looking for a Tournament Chair and getting a committee in place right away so we can get the ball rolling on a successful U7 Home Tournament!  If you are interested, please contact me directly.  
  
Goalies in U7 
Players are rotated through the position of goalie during gameplay and there is no goalie equipment used in U7.  Goalie sticks are allowed if the coaches/players would like to use them. 
  
 
My next communication will include our SignUp.com link, as well as ice times and groupings, for Evaluation Weekend. 
 
 
Looking forward to a great year, 
Justin
