
        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

 

 

When it was time for Bill to put his stick 
away for good, he was eager to give back to 
the community as a coach with the Maple 
Leafs, helping kids to enjoy the game that he 
so much admired.  Because of Bill’s longtime 
dedication to the Maple Leaf Athletic Club 
through coaching, Board of Directors work 
and the MLAC Alumni, he was honored as a 
Lifetime Member in 1991.  Even at 88 years 
young (89 in January) he is still an active 
member of the Alumni. 
 
Though Bill earned accolades as a player and 
a coach it was as a respected on-ice official 
where his list of hockey achievements is most 
impressive. 
 
Bill donned the referee’s stripes in the after-
math of retiring from the game as a player in 
1959. He got his start refereeing in the 
CAHL, before graduating to national and in-
ternational responsibilities. He was recruited 
by Dutch Van Deelen, who served as an offi-
cials’ supervisor for the NHL in Western Can-
ada. 
 
His officiating career started as a linesman 
and referee in games ranging from Bantam to 
Intermediate and Senior. Locally, in Edmon-
ton, that would include unforgettable Janu-
ary back-to-back night games at the outdoor 
Kinsmen arena.  
 
In 1972, the World Hockey Association was 
born and their Head of Officiating, Vern 
Buffey recruited Bill. He worked six seasons 
in the WHA as a linesman and referee, ending 
with the 1977-78 season, when he retired from 
the WHA.  
Bill continued to work with young officials 
and played a significant role in the growth 
and development of some of the longest-
serving and well-respected names in the 
NHL. Swede Knox, Lance Roberts, and Andy 
Van Hellemond were among the names re-
cruited, evaluated and recommended by Bill.  
 

During his 17-year officiating career, Bill’s 
list of accomplishments is impressive. In ad-
dition to his work in the WHA, he officiated 
at the: 
Canadian Intermediate 'A' championships, 

1964 
 
* World Hockey Championships, 1968 and 

1970 
* Allan Cup, 1978 and 1982 
* Arctic Winter Games, 1972 (first-ever in 

Yellowknife) and 1974. 
 
As an officials’ leader, Bill’s honors include: 
• Lifetime member of Hockey Alberta’s 

Officials Committee 
• Past President of the Alberta Amateur 

Referees Association 
• Responsible for assignments for higher 

leagues in Edmonton. 
Member of the Canadian Rules Committee 
• Amateur Interpreter for the NHL Refer-

ee School, Rules and Conditioning Camp. 
 
Bill is thrilled with the honor to be inducted 
into the Alberta Hockey Hall of Fame and 
excited to join his brother John who was in-
ducted in 2016.   
 
Due to COVID-19 the Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremony has been postponed to July, 
2022.  https://www.ahhf.ca/2020-induction-
class. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The Maple Leaf Alumni with you a Merry 
Christmas.   
 
Current Alumni Membership Roster Bill 
Bucyk, Bob Krewenchuk, Clay Kolstad, Dan 
St. Jacques, Dennis Chambers, Don Li-
ber, Don Mc Donald, Duncan Galloway, 
Harry Kassian, Jack Halliday, Jerry Steven-
son, Jim Schneider, John McDonald, John 
Yaremkowych, Merv Luczak, Mike Brown,  
Nestor Sorobey, Norm Rowell,  Paul Mac 
Dougall, Paul Schmidt,  Russell Luka-
wesky, Terry Ledingham. 
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