OMHA Evaluation Commitment Policy
Purpose
This policy outlines the implications for players who choose to leave the Okotoks Minor Hockey Association (OMHA) during or after the evaluation process to join another Minor Hockey Association (MHA) or a private league. It is intended to ensure fairness and protect the integrity of team formation within OMHA.
 
Policy Overview
If a registered OMHA player participates in two or more evaluation skates and then withdraws to join another MHA or a private league for the season, the following applies:
1. Release from OMHA
· The player will be issued a standard release, allowing them to register with another MHA, subject to that MHA’s acceptance.
· The player will no longer be a member of OMHA.
· To return in a future season, the player must apply for reinstatement, which requires approval from both OMHA and the current MHA.
2. Ineligibility for Future Tryouts
· A player who has left OMHA as outlined above will not be permitted to participate in future OMHA tryouts without:
· A formal release from their current MHA, and
· Approval from OMHA.
3. Elite Program (OOAA) Restriction
· Players who leave OMHA under these circumstances are not eligible to try out for OOAA (Okotoks Oilers Athletic Association), as they are no longer under OMHA’s governing body.
 
Exceptions
This policy does not apply to the following scenarios:
· OOAA Released Players:
Players who attend OOAA tryouts, are released, and do not participate in OMHA evaluations may register with OMHA the following season without penalty.
· U15, U16, U18 Travel (Contact) Tryouts:
Players in these divisions who try out for travel (contact) hockey within OMHA, are released, and choose to pursue contact hockey in another MHA, are eligible to return to OMHA the following season. Families must notify OMHA within 24 hours of being released from travel (contact) for this exception to apply.
· U11, U13 Travel Tryouts:
Players in these divisions who try out for travel hockey within OMHA, are released, and choose to pursue travel hockey in another MHA, are eligible to return to OMHA the following season.  Families must notify OMHA within 24 hours of being released from travel for this exception to apply.
· Injury or Non-Participation:
Players who do not participate due to injury or who decide not to play for the season are not subject to this policy. (Refer to the OMHA Injury Policy.)
 
Exemptions
· Families may submit a written request for exemption to the OMHA Executive.
· The Executive reserves the right to grant or deny exemptions at its sole discretion.
 
Rationale
OMHA evaluations and team formations rely on accurate registration numbers. When players leave mid-process or after team selection, it disrupts team balance and affects the development experience of remaining players. This policy helps preserve fairness and operational integrity for all participants.
 


