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About Saskatchewan Soccer

The Saskatchewan Soccer Association is the Provincial Governing Sport Body responsible for the governance and 
promotion of the game of soccer in Saskatchewan. A member association of Canada Soccer, Saskatchewan Soccer 
represents member organization clubs and academies that operate in the province.

OUR VISION

Soccer enriches people’s lives and builds strong relationships in 
Saskatchewan.

OUR MISSION 

To develop great people and connect healthy communities in 
Saskatchewan through lifelong participation in soccer. 

OUR VALUES 

Our values guide the daily behaviours of our staff and board 
in pursuit of our strategic goals and in pursuit of operational 
excellence. 

Integrity	  
We believe that sport should be a safe, welcoming, and 
positive experience for all.  

Inclusivity	  
We work intentionally to build an equitable system that 
represents everyone in Saskatchewan. 

Innovation	  
We seek to find new and creative approaches to the 
development of soccer throughout Saskatchewan.
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Message from Board and Management

With another year come and gone, we 
pause to look ahead to the tremendous 
runway of opportunity we have as a 

sport in Saskatchewan and across Canada. As 
we acknowledge the impact that COVID-19 
had on our province, our sport and each of us 
individually, we look to the future with optimism 
after a relatively restriction-free 2022. The 
challenging two-year pandemic experience was 
a difficult, challenging period for all, and we wish 
to extend our thanks to each and every person 
that supports the development of our game and 
works to enhance the participant experience for 
the love of our game. With an exciting 2023 on tap 
and promise of rapid expansion of soccer in all 
parts of the country, we are all focused on taking 
advantage of the opportunities a domestic World 
Cup will bring. Before that, we will celebrate a 
Women’s National Team World Cup campaign, 
the fifth season of the Canadian Premier League, 
an Olympics, the launch of a domestic women’s 
league, and so much more. 

On the field, we had plenty to cheer 
about in 2022. At home our Provincial Soccer 
League, Provincial Championships, Soccer 
Day in Saskatchewan showcased the best in 
Saskatchewan. Our teams performed on the 
domestic stage setting new benchmarks for 
the province including a successful Canada 
Soccer National Championships campaign that 
culminated in a Western Masters’ Championship. 
A tremendous Canada Games campaign 
followed for our boys and girls and the return of 
Soccer Day in Saskatchewan highlighted the 
year. Our Canadian national teams had another 
year of success culminating in a return to the FIFA 
Men’s World Cup after a 36-year absence. The 

competition gave us the opportunity to be back on 
the world stage and ignite the passion for the sport 
across the province. 

Our board and staff at Saskatchewan Soccer 
acknowledges the dedication and passion 
the soccer community including our Member 
Organizations bring every day that sets our 
sport apart in Saskatchewan and positions us for 
success in the years to come. The community 
came together in 2022 to celebrate the 
contributions Doug Pederson provided the 
association over his 11 years at the helm. With 
steady leadership, Doug took the association 
from turbulent times to a stable and leading PSO 
within Canada. At this exciting time in Canadian 
soccer, Rahim Z Mohamed has taken the reigns 
with an eye toward leading the organization 
through this exciting period. As our Director of 
Soccer, Rahim has provided the organization 
with an exceptional array of experience within 
the Canadian Soccer system and contributions 
that are consistently recognized throughout 
Canada. As we emerge stronger than ever from 
the pandemic and set our sights on capitalizing 
on this period of growth, Saskatchewan 
Soccer commits to ensuring an accessible, 
equitable, safe, and welcoming space for all in 
Saskatchewan that engage with the game as 
players, coaches, referees, administrators, fans, 
parents, and supporters.

Lisa Bagonluri
President

Lisa Bagonluri
President

Rahim Z Mohamed
CEO & Sporting Director

Rahim Z Mohamed
CEO & Sporting Director
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Board of Directors & Standing Committees 

Standing Committees 

Governance
•  Chair, Dave Mysko
•  Rattan Bahia
•  Milton Ramirez
•  Nicole Tryhorn
•  Monica Deters
•  Andrew Kitchen
•  Lisa Bagonluri — Ex-officio

Risk Management
•  Co-Chair, Janelle Layton
•  Co-Chair, Monica Deters
•  Kyle Moore
•  Rattan Bahia
•  Nicole Tryhorn
•  Paige Van de Sype — External
•  Lisa Bagonluri — Ex-Officio

Audit and Finance
•  Chair, Kyle Moore
•  Milton Ramirez
•  Jakub Rogowski
•  Rattan Bahia
•  Kevin Kobialka — External
•  Jeannette Kuc — External
•  Kristi Baxter — External
•  Andrew Kitchen — Ex-Officio

Nominations 
•  Chair, Nicole Tryhorn
•  Rattan Bahia
•  Gord Quinlan
•  Andrew Kitchen 
•  Lisa Bagonluri — Ex-Officio

Lisa Bagonluri
President

Nicole Tryhorn
Chair - Nominations

Rattan Bahia
Director

Kyle Moore
Chair - Audit & Finance

Gord Quinlan
Director

Dave Mysko
Chair - Governance

Milton Ramirez
Director

Janelle Layton
Co-Chair - Risk 
Management 

Jakub Rogowski
Director

Monica Deters
Co-Chair - Risk 
Management

Andrew Kitchen
Vice-President
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Member Organizations 

New Member Organizations in 2022:
•  Assiniboia Soccer Association
•  FORZA Soccer
•  Luseland Minor Soccer
Eight of the sixty-three Member Organizations 

(MOs) who renewed their membership did not offer 
programming in 2022. There was a 7% increase in MOs 
over 2021. The 2022 numbers were 93% of 2020. 

Indoor ‘21−22 — Fourteen of the sixty-three MOs 
were active during Jan-Mar 2022. The season was 
able to start with limited restrictions and on time. 
Registrations increased over the same period in 
2019 by 45%.

Outdoor ‘22 — Fifty of the sixty-three MOs were 
active during the season which was able to start on 
time with no restrictions. Registrations were 97% of 
2019 numbers for the same period. 

Indoor ‘22−23 — Twenty-six of the sixty-three MOs 
were active during Sept–Dec 2022. The season 
was able to start with no restrictions and on time. 
Registrations increased over the same period in 2019 
by 7%. 

Canada Soccer’s Club Licensing Program had 
eight new members licensed or receive approval 
for licensing in 2022.

•  Quality Soccer Provider 
Battlefords Youth (conditional), Choiceland, 
TDsoccer | In Progress: Lanigan, Qu’Appelle 
Valley, Redvers

•  Member Association Level 1 
Prince Albert Youth 

•  National Youth Club Licence 
Futbol Club Regina

63 Member Organizations: 58 Regular, 5 Associate

Canada Soccer Club Licence Holders

Member Club Licence

ASTRA NYCL

Battlefords Youth QSP

Choiceland Soccer QSP

Futbol Club Regina NYCL

Kindersley Soccer QSP

Prince Albert Youth MA1

Queen City United NYCL

SYSI MA1

Aurora MA1 

Hollandia MA2

Eastside MA2

SUSC MA1 

Lakewood MA1 

Swift Current QSP

TDsoccer QSP

Yorkton United MA1 

Weyburn QSP 

Valley Soccer Association MA1
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Member Organizations 

REGULAR
•  Assiniboia Soccer Association
•  ASTRA Soccer Academy
•  Battleford & District Senior Soccer
•  Battleford Youth Soccer Association
•  Briercrest College and Seminary
•  Canora Soccer Club
•  Choiceland Soccer Club
•  Dundurn Community Association
•  Eatonia Soccer Association
•  Esterhazy Soccer
•  Estevan Senior Soccer Association
•  Estevan Youth Soccer Association
•  Town of Eston
•  FC Regina
•  FORZA Soccer
•  Humboldt & District Soccer Association
•  Ile-a-la-Crosse Friendship Centre Inc.
•  JJ Soccer
•  Kindersley Soccer Association
•  Lac La Ronge Tri-Community Soccer 

Association
•  Lanigan & District Soccer

•  Lloydminster & District Senior Soccer
•  Luseland Minor Soccer
•  Meadow Lake Senior Soccer
•  Meadow Lake Youth Soccer Association
•  Melfort Youth Soccer Association
•  Melville Soccer Association
•  Meridian Youth Soccer Association
•  Moose Jaw Soccer Association
•  Moose Mountain Soccer
•  Moosomin United Soccer Association
•  Nipawin Indoor Soccer League (Adult)
•  Nipawin Youth Indoor Soccer
•  Nipawin Youth Outdoor Soccer
•  Oxbow Youth Soccer
•  Prince Albert Youth Soccer Association
•  Qu’Appelle Valley Soccer Association
•  Queen City United Soccer
•  Redvers Soccer Club
•  Rosetown Soccer Association
•  Saskatoon Adult Soccer
•  Saskatoon Futsal League
•  Saskatoon Youth Soccer Inc.

•  Shaunavon Soccer
•  Springside Minor Sports
•  Stoughton Soccer Club
•  Swift Current Soccer Association
•  TDsoccer
•  Tisdale Soccer
•  United Soccer Organization (Langenburg)
•  Valley Soccer Association
•  Watrous & District Soccer Association
•  Watson Minor Sports
•  Wawota Youth Soccer
•  Weyburn Soccer Association
•  Wolseley Soccer Club
•  Wynyard Soccer Club
•  Yorkton United F.C.

ASSOCIATE
•  Phantom Lake Soccer Club
•  Regina Soccer Referees Association
•  Saskatoon & District Referee Association
•  University of Regina
•  University of Saskatchewan
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Celebrating our History

Life Members 

•  1985 Henk Ruys 

•  1986 Doug Knott 

•  1987 Cedric Gillott 

•  1988 Raymond Jones 

•  1989 Henk Koopman 

•  1990 Bill Kerr 

•  1991 Not awarded 

•  1992 Ross Wilson 

•  1993 Klass Post 

•  1994 Paul Caves 

•  1995 David Herbert 

•  1996 Ken Billows 

•  1997 Andy Sharpe 

•  1998 Ed Horn 

•  1999 David Jenkins 
(Cudworth, SK) 

•  2000 Tom Wieclawski 

•  2001 Al Day 

•  2002 Bob Maltman 

•  2003 Dale Perry 

•  2004 Percy Hoff 

•  2005 Bob Rohachuk 

•  2006 Jim Nicholson 

•  2007 Esther 
Dupperon 

•  2008 Bruce Cowan 

•  2009 John Leyshon 

•  2010 Rob Newman 

•  2011 Brett Mario 

•  2012 Huw Morris 

•  2013 David Jenkins 
(Vibank, SK) 

•  2014 Jeannette Kuc 

•  2015 Don Findlay 

•  2016 Mark Lord 

•  2017 Rob Kroeker 

•  2018 Gord Quinlan 

•  2019 Hung Duong 

•  2020 Leslie Blyth 

•  2021 Leonard Lewko

SSA Volunteer of the 
Year Award 

David Newsham Award Winners 

Saskatchewan Sports 
Hall of Fame 

•  Doug Knott

•  Dale Perry

•  S. W. Magill

•  Bob Rohachuk

•  Allen Bibby

•  John Leyshon

•  Henk Koopman

•  Cedric Gillott

•  David Greyeyes

•  Klaas Post

•  Andy Sharpe

•  Ed Horn

•  Jim Nicholson

•  Percy Hoff

•  Esther Dupperon

•  Bob Maltman

•  Henk Ruys

•  Bruce Cowan

•  Al Day

•  Ross Wilson

•  Bill Kerr

•  Brett Mario

•  Raymond Jones

•  Rob Newman

•  Dave Herbert

•  Jeannette Kuc

•  Don Story

•  James Huber

•  Don Findlay

•  Leslie Blyth

•  Udo Baecker

•  Len Chelack

•  Hung Duoug

•  Joan McEachern

•  2004 Huw Morris 

•  2005 Steve Boodram 

•  2006 John Myrah 

•  2007 Kathy Chisholm 

•  2008 Blair Kardash 

•  2009 Dena Clark 

•  2010 Scott Benning 

•  2011 Lorelee Marin 

•  2012 Norma Ursulan & Ed 
Halyk 

•  2013 Eldon Bassett 

•  2014 Norma Ursulan 

•  2015 Leslie Blyth 

•  2016 Darin Wildman 

•  2017 Kevin Brown 

•  2018 Erin Clark 

•  2019 Tyler Hillstead 

•  2020 Chad Striker 

•  2021 Jamie Drader

•  David Greyeyes 

•  John Hayes 

•  Kevin Holness 

•  Kaylyn Kyle 

•  Kelly Parker 

•  Henk Ruys 

•  Norman Sheldon 

•  Prince Albert City Football 
Club (1907 and 1939)
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2021 Recognition Awards Celebration

The 2021 SSA Recognition Awards Celebration 
was an opportunity for members within 
the community to collectively share in 

the accomplishments of the players, teams, 
coaches, referees, and volunteers from all over 
Saskatchewan. Technical Awards were based 
on a Nomination process, where members from 
the entire SSA community brought forth names 
of individuals who had a significant year in 2021. 
Nominations were considered by the Technical 
Committee and a slate of winners and nominees 
were accepted and announced. Volunteer of 
the Year and the David Newsham Award are 
among the most prestigious awards presented 
by the Saskatchewan Soccer Association with 
nominations reviewed and winners selected by 
the Board of Directors. We were excited to return 
to an in-person celebration for the first time since 
2020 to show the recipients and other members 
of the soccer community our appreciation for 
their contributions to soccer in the province.

•  Female Youth Player of the Year Recipient 
Sophie Lavallee, SSA REX Excel Saskatoon 

•  Male Youth Player of the Year Recipient 
Kaylum Langmo, FC Regina U17 BlueStars 

•  Female Adult Player of the Year Recipient 
Allyson Ford, University of Regina Cougars 

•  Male Adult Player of the Year Recipient 
Thomas Hasal, Vancouver Whitecaps FC 

•  Soccer for Life Player Recipient 
Jared Ursulan, FC Regina 

•  Competitive for Life Award Recipient 
Catherine Collins, FC Regina 

•  Multisport Athlete of the Year Recipient 
Jenna Muir, QC United U15 Girls 

•  Referee of the Year Recipient 
Theodor Diederichsen, Saskatoon 

•  Community Referee of the Year Recipient 
Zoey Koppelaar, 
Prince Albert Youth Soccer Association 

•  Soccer For Life Coach of the Year Recipient 
Darren Lindskog, 
Valley United U19 Fusion (Warman)

2021 SSA Recognition Awards Recipients 

•  Youth Coach of the Year Recipient 
Moe Rtimi, 
Astra Soccer Academy/Whitecaps Academy 

•  Senior Coach of the Year Co-recipients 
Astrid Baecker, University of Regina 
Rob McCaffrey, University of Regina 

•  Coaching Dedication Award Recipients 
Jens Nielsen, 
Assault FC—Saskatoon Adult Soccer 
Shirley Potts, FC Regina 

•  Adult Team of the Year Recipient 
University of Saskatchewan Huskies Women 

•  Youth Team of the Year Recipient 
FC Regina U17 Boys BlueStars 

•  Volunteer of the Year 
Jamie Drader, 
Valley Soccer Association (Warman) 

•  David Newsham Award 
Leonard Lewko, 
Lakewood Soccer (Saskatoon) 

•  Member Organization of the Year 
Valley Soccer Association
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2021 Recognition Awards Celebration
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2021 Recognition Awards Celebration
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2022 Provincial Soccer League Results

2022 Provincial Soccer League (May 18 to July 24, 2022)

Champions
•  U15G FC Regina
•  U15B Saskatoon Alliance
•  U17B FC Regina
•  U17G Saskatoon Alliance

Participating Member	  
Organization Teams

•  35 teams (14 U13, 11 U15 and 10 U17 teams)
•  653 players, 223 team personnel
•  47 match officials
•  9 Member Organizations

•  FC Regina — 7 teams
•  QC United — 5 teams
•  SYSI — 11 teams
•  Astra — 6 teams
•  Forge FC — 5 teams
•  Yorkton — 1 team

•  U13B — 7 teams, 162 participants, 124 players, 
38 team staff

•  U13G — 7 teams, 162 participants, 117 players, 
45 team staff

•  U15B — 6 teams, 155 participants, 119 players, 

36 team staff
•  U15G — 5 teams, 130 participants, 94 players, 

36 team staff
•  U17B — 6 teams, 148 participants, 114 players, 

34 team staff
•  U17G — 4 teams, 119 participants, 85 players, 

34 team staff

PSL Enhancements for 2022
Veo systems allowed for the filming and sharing 
of footage in support of individual performance 
review and team evaluation. A 48-hour window 
process was instituted to positive response. In 
addition, PSL Finals enhancements such as Starting 
XI and trophy presentation provided an elevated 
matchday experience for teams. PSL Finals footage 
was additionally shared via SSA YouTube.
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Registrar’s Report — Membership Totals
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Registrar’s Report — Membership Totals
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Registrar`s Report: 6-Year Registration Comparison
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2022 Financial Overview
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2022 Financial Overview
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2022 Organizational Highlights — Players

Camps
•  Qu’Appelle Valley Soccer, May 10–12th (Raymore, 

Fort Qu Appelle, Southey) Total: 563 Players

•  Lac La Ronge Tri-Community Soccer 
Association, May 13−15th — Total: 352 Players

•  Drew Beckie Presentation, Becoming a Pro: 57 
Players, Parents, Coaches

•  Soccability Players Camp, with Matt 
Greenwood — June 23rd in Regina — 
7 players attended.

Canada Summer Games
Male Program finished in sixth place after placing 
second in the group and defeating Manitoba to 
advance to fifth place match against 
British Columbia.

 
Staff — Rob McCaffrey (Head Coach), Abumere 
Okonfua (Assistant Coach), Ryan Kennedy 
(Assistant Coach), Issa Dawoud (Support Coach) & 
Zlatan Dautbegovic (Goalkeeper Coach).

 
Squad — Nolan Fredrickson, Emmett McGillivray, 
DeShaunt Gelina-Cato, Andrew Guan, Simon Funk, 
Erik Amberson, Jerry Chen, Logan Johnston, Akram 
Al Moulia, Malik Darbi, Jackson Kovitch, Aydin Wiebe, 
Bwidju Mutongolo, Savion Istifo, Adrian Arias, Misgana 
Killoh, Maksym Kononenko & Joshua Malin.

Male Alternates — Ryan James, Zak Ahokas, 
Nnamdi Ndubuka, Amish Tripathy, Koen Petryna, 
Olamide Mabadeje & Maryin Ugwu.

•  Removed from Travelling Squad due to injury — 
Andrew Guan.

•  Added to Travelling Squad as injury 
replacement — Zak Ahokas.

Camps, Pre-Tournament Travel & Residency 
Camp #1 Saskatoon (May), Camp #2 May 
(Regina), Camp #3 Saskatoon (June), Camp #4 
Saskatoon (July) & Camp #5 Regina (July).

•  Pre-Tournament Competition — FTF Showcase 
(May) & Winnipeg Manitoba (July).

•  Residency — University of Regina (August)

Female Program finished in tenth place after 
finishing third in the group and defeating Yukon 
to advance to the ninth place match against 
Newfoundland & Labrador.
 
Staff — Adam Miller (Head Coach), Jennie Waldner 
(Assistant Coach), Shirley Potts (Assistant Coach), 
Robyn McNeill (Support Coach) & Ashlyn Therens 
(Goalkeeper Coach).
 
Squad — Abby Konanz, Abby Shendaruk, Ally 
Ollberg, Angelica Friske, Ashlyn Paquin, Caydence 
Holowaty, Emily Beggs, Jaycee Krushelniski, 
Kadence Madraga, Katie Flath, Kiana Dumais, 
Mackenzie Albert, Morgan Barry, Peyton 
Magnuson, Presley Fredlund & Shabona Niazi, Sana 
Karam & Zoya Kim.
 
Female Alternates — Avery Kuzyyk, Bronwyn 
Pittman, Elizabeth McLeod, Folawe Balogun, 
Gracie Sowers, Hadiza Kasim, Jade Unterschute, 
Tessa Generaux, Emilie Johnson

“Every player gets the chance 
to learn, enjoy, and reach 
their goals through soccer”

•  Removed from Travelling Squad due to injury — 
Shabona Niazi & Katie Flath

•  Added to Travelling Squad as injury replacement 
— Gracie Sowers & Folawe Balogun

Camps, Pre-Tournament Travel & Residency
Camp #1 Saskatoon (May), Camp #2 May 
(Regina), Camp #3 Saskatoon (June), Camp #4 
Regina (July) & Camp #5 Saskatoon (August)

•  Pre-Tournament Competition — FTF Showcase 
(May) & Winnipeg Manitoba (July)

•  Residency — University of Regina (August)
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Saskatchewan EXCEL Programs
For the first time since COVID-19, Saskatchewan 
Soccer’s EXCEL Programs for both males and 
females were maintained for the full 12 months 
of 2022. Both programs have had success in 
placing players in advanced environments from 
international club environments, to National 
program call-ups, and university successes. 

In 2022, the following Saskatchewan players 
earned advanced standing in new environments:

•  Logan Johnston — GDR Fontainhas Cascais 
Academy in Portugal

•  Jaycee Krushelniski and Sophie Lavallee — 
MacEwan University (2021 USport Champions)

•  Sana Karam, Abby Konanz, and Ashlyn Paquin 
— Committed to University of Regina for 2023

•  Landon Bagonluri, Nathaniel Fong, Sam Frecon, 
Ryan Jarotski, Jackson Kovitch, Finnley Muller, 
Zavier Thode, Jared Starr, Hao Tran & Khoi Tran  
attend U15 MNT Intergration Camp.

•  Kadence Madraga — U15 WNT Long List, 
BC Super REX Trialist & Invite to Super REX 
Competition

EXCEL Boys Pathway — SK MLS Academy
The program brought an average of 24 full-time 
players from Saskatoon, Warman, Yorkton & Regina 
together which included 8 joining from a pool of 
30 identified athletes were brought into the EXCEL 
Program for assessment. 

The program hosted 142 in-person training 
sessions, 26 11-aside games, 38 strength and 
conditioning sessions, 6 mental performance 
sessions, 4 nutrition sessions, 4 university education 
Presentations, 4 sport science presentations, 5 
inspiration/role model presentations, 7 technical 

“Every player gets the chance 
to learn, enjoy, and reach 
their goals through soccer”

2022 Organizational Highlights — Players

video sessions. 3 individual assessments, and 3 
physical testing sessions.

Travel & Competition
•  VWFC Combine (Vancouver), 

•  SK Showcase (Saskatoon), 

•  SK Western Shield (Saskatoon), 

•  Calgary Tour (Calgary), 

•  Edmonton Tour (Edmonton)

•  REX Event (Winnipeg)

•  1st U15 MNT Integration Camp led by 
Mike Vitulano.

•  Hosted in Manitoba in partnership with MSA.

•  10 SK MLS Academy players in attendance.

EXCEL Girls Pathway — SK REX
An average of 23 full-time players from Saskatoon, 
Warman, Martensville, Prince Albert, and Regina 
participated in the 2022 EXEL Girls program. 
Seven players from a total of 24 identified athletes 
brought into the EXCEL Program for assessment 
joined full- time in 2022. 

The program hosted 142 in-person training sessions, 
20 games, 38 strength & conditioning sessions, 6 
mental performance sessions, 4 nutrition sessions, 4 
university education presentations, 4 sport science 
presentations, 5 inspiration/role model presentations, 
7 technical video sessions, 3 individual player 
assessments, 3 physical testing sessions.

Travel & Competition 
•  VWFC Combine (Vancouver), 

•  SK Showcase (Saskatoon), 

•  Calgary Tour (Calgary),

•  Edmonton Tour (Edmonton)
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2022 Organizational Highlights

Canada Women’s National Team
Janine Beckie — In April 2022, it was announced that 
Beckie would return to the NWSL, signing a 3-year 
contract with Portland Thorns. Beckie represents 
Canada on the Women’s National Team.

Canada Men’s National Team/
Vancouver Whitecaps
Thomas Hasal - In 2022, Hasal extended his contract 
through the 2023 season, with club options for 2024 
and 2025. Hasal began the 2022 season as the 
Whitecaps’ first-choice goalkeeper. However, on 
May 8, he suffered a fractured finger, putting him 
out of action. On June 25, he joined the second 

team Whitecaps FC 2 in MLS Next Pro in their match 
against San Jose Earthquakes II in his first game 
back. In November 2022, he was called up to the 
Canada senior team for the first time, ahead of a 
friendly against Bahrain.

Canadian Premier League
Brett Levis — Valour FC/FC Tulsa.
In January 2022 Valour announced they had declined 
Levis’ contract option. However, Valour re-signed 
Levis on February 25, 2022. Brett Levis signed with USL 
Championship club FC Tulsa on November 15, 2022.
 
Drew Beckie — Atlético Ottawa.
Drew Beckie was a Canadian Premier League Finalist 
as Ottawa fell to Forge FC at TD Place in Ottawa, 
ON. On December 3, 2022, Drew announced his 
retirement from soccer. However, on December 22, 
it was officially announced that he would stay at 
Atlético Ottawa, having been appointed to the role 
of Team Manager by the club.

First-Touch Football Showcase
Saskatchewan Soccer hosted its 1st Annual High-
Performance Showcase in partnership with FTF May 
6th – 8th 2022 featuring coaches in attendance 
from NCAA Division 1, Division 2, NJCAA, NAIA, 
U Sports, MLS-2, MLS Academies, and Canada 
Soccer’s REX Program. The competition featured 
two divisions for both male and female athletes.

A male Canada Summer Games division 
featured the Saskatchewan Canada Summer 
Games, Manitoba Canada Summer Games, 
Northwest Territories Canada Summer Games, and 
Yukon Canada Summer Games

A female Canada Summer Games division — 
Sask Canada Summer Games, Manitoba Canada 
Summer Games, Yukon Canada Summer Games & 
Inter Edmonton 2005s.

In addition, a male SK National Youth Club Division 
featured SK MLS Academy, Astra, FCR & QC United 
while the female SK National Youth Club Division 
featured the SK REX girls, Astra, FCR & QC United. 

“Every player gets the chance 
to learn, enjoy, and reach 
their goals through soccer”



SASKATCHEWAN SOCCER ASSOCIATION — ANNUAL REPORT 2022 21

2022 Organizational Highlights — Coaches

•  Child Licence: 5
•  Youth Licence: 5
•  Youth GK: 2
•  B-Licence Part 1 Certified: 6
•  B-National Part 2 Certified: 2
•  A-Licence: 0

 
Student Coach Credit Program

•  4 Students completed Athlete 10 in first year. 
•  Currently have 44 students enrolled 

in the program. 
 
Coach Development Workshops

•  Cesar Meylan Presentation, Planning for 
Performance — 24 Coaches

•  Drew Beckie Presentation, Becoming a Pro — 
57 Players, Parents, Coaches 

•  Soccability Coaches Workshop, June 21-23rd in 
Regina — 11 Coaches   

National Level
FIFA Coach Educators Workshop
Markus Reinkens and Hassan Mowgli attended 
the FIFA / CS Coach Educators Workshop. Online 
Theory and in Person Practical Workshop, October 
24th – 28th, Montreal, QC. Aim of workshop was 

develop better Canada Soccer educators of 
coaches leading to better coaches leading to 
better players 
 
Futsal National Team
Markus Reinkens served as a coach during the 
Men’s Futsal National Team training camp, 
November 30-December 4 in Montreal, QC where 
he gained experience and better understanding of 
futsal and the standards which the National Team 
are looking at and how futsal has been integrated 
into the school system in Quebec.
 
Men’s National Team World Cup Qualifying 
Rahim Mohamed served with National Team Staff 
for the final three months of Qualification for Qatar 
2022 (Jan 1–March 31) as Operations Lead. 
 
Canada’s U-17 Men’s National Team 
Rahim Mohamed and Adam Miller attended 
U17 MNT Camp in Mexico City with a 2-1 win over 
Costa Rica and 3-0 loss to Mexico in November. 
Mohamed also attended a camp in Laval, 
QC in October. 

“Saskatchewan soccer coaches 
can unlock the potential in 

their soccer players”

Coach Education 
Number of SK Coaches who completed Coaching 
Courses January–December. 
 
Grassroots Coach Education Program

•  Grassroots Workshops delivered: 12
•  Active Start: 79 coaches trained
•  Fundamentals: 161 coaches trained
•  Learn to Train: 44 coaches trained
•  Soccer For Life: 109 coaches trained

 
Advanced Coach Education Program 

•  C-Licence Workshops: 
•  2 Online Theory, 3 Onfield Practical
•  C-Licence On-Line Theory: 44
•  C-Licence Trained: 49
•  C-Licence Evaluations: 22
•  C-Licence Certified: 16 
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2022 Organizational Highlights — Referees

2022 Registered Referees Totals — 
237 male (71%); 95 female (29%)
Seventeen member organizations registered 
officials in 2022, up from seven in 2020 and one 
in 2021. Current registration (332) has shown an 
overall increase over 2021 (200+) with female 
participation up to 95 compared with 46 in 2021, 
an increase of 29%.

International Appointments 

“Saskatchewan referees 
enhance the game experience 

and are respected for it”

•  Shukwia Tajik 
Concacaf Under-15 Girls Championship 
(four appointments)

•  Theo Diederichsen 
MLS NEXTPRO (two appointments) 

Access to Major Competitions
Saskatchewan referees continued to receive 
appointments to prestigious domestic competitions 
in 2022. Competitions for which Saskatchewan 
referees were appointed included the Canadian 
Premier League (Daneil Boudreau received 12 
appointments, Chantal Boudreau received four), 
Canada Soccer Toyota National Championships 
(two referees, four appointments at Challenge trophy 
and two referees and nine appointments at the U-17 
Cup), the U-Sports Regular Season (20 referees, more 
than 80 appointments), the U-Sports Men’s National 
Final Four (two appointments), the U-Sports National 
Championships (two referees, six appointments), the 
Canada Summer Games (two referees, twenty-five 
appointments), and the United Women’s Soccer 
Leageu (two referees, four appointments).

Individual Milestones
Shukwia Tajik was appointed to the Girls’ Gold Medal 
Game at the Canada Summer Games while Theo 
Diederichsen received appointment to the Boys’ Gold 
Medal Game at the Canada Summer Games, Bronze 
Medal Game at the Canada West Final Four, and the 
Bronze Medal Game

U-Sport Men’s National Championship, and Ian 
Adams received appointment to the Boys’ Bronze 
Medal Game at Canada Summer Games as well 
as the Gold Medal Game at the Challenge Trophy 
competition at Canada Soccer’s Toyota National 
Championships along with Matthias Diederichsen. 

•  Chantal Boudreau 
FIFA U-20 Women World Cup (seven 
appointments), Major League Soccer (17 
appointments).

Referee Education
Best Practices Guide 
A Referee development best practices guide 
was developed and used to support members 
and serve as the foundation of a local Referee 
Development Plan including metrics for success
 
Online Referee Education
Thirty-two referee education interactions were 
completed with SERP, Candidates Program, 
Community, and Futsal referee training accounting 
for more than 95 hours of online education. 
 
Sask Elite Referee Program (SERP)  
Twelve male and two female participants. The SERP 
programs supports Saskatchewan’s elite referees 
for advancement to Provincial, National and 
International levels. 
Candidates Program
Twelve male and three female candidates 
focused on improving their abilities with the goal of 
preparing them for the SERP program.
 
Community Referee Laws of the Game Refreshers 
.Refresher courses hosted over four online sessions to 
further prepare the match officials for the Return to 
Play was delivered to 132 registered participants.
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Female Leadership 

•  Two female apprentice instructors delivered 
four online educational sessions under the 
Female Referee Development Group. 

•  Female referees participated in and 
contributed to Saskatchewan Soccer’s Female 
Mentorship Program 

•  Four female referees received referee 
development grants 

•  Two Female Officials Developers were active

Referee Upgrading Courses
•  A Regional Course was held with eight SK 

participants. 

•  Provincial Upgrade course was held with three 
SK referees participating. 

•  Three SERP officials successfully gained 
Provincial accreditation. 

•  Four of six officials were promoted from District 
to Regional classification. 

Referee Development Grant 
Reduced financial barriers to participation for 
23 officials pursuing higher levels of officiating for a 
total of $3,000. In addition to the referee development 
grant, eight SK referees have been funded with $3,500 
for out of province appointment opportunities.

2022 Organizational Highlights — Referees

 
Active Officials Clinicians and Evaluators 
A total of 15 Clinicians (13 male and 2 female) 
with 14 Assessors (13 male and 1 female) were 
accredited in 2022 and 225 assessments provided 
throughout the season.
Leadership Development 
In support of advancing local referees to advance 
opportunities, five instructors (Daniel Boudreau, 
Greg Fischer, Gord Quinlan, Frank Laterza and Theo 
Diederichsen) were mentored by Len Chelack with 
Octavian Iliuta deliveringthe Community Referee 
Refresher Sessions and Referee Clinics, further 
developing the instructors available for online 
education delivery. 
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2022 Organizational Highlights — Organization

“The SSA is productive and 
responsible to its stakeholders”

Financial Management
Coming out of COVID, SSA managed the budget to 
effectively a neutral budget with a deficit of $597.

Self Help Revenue grew by 16.3% as more 
participants registered as well as a full year of 
competitions Investment Strategy was executed in 
2022 and is positioned for growth in 2023 with the 
increase of interest rates.

$419,936 of Categorical Grants were executed 
and remitted to MO’s and participants.

Staffing Strategy
Staffing returned close to pre-pandemic levels with 
a new organizational structure being executed to 
better serve members.

Long-Term Executive Director, Doug Pederson 
retired after 11 years helping position the 
organization for long-term success.

Rahim Z Mohamed appointed as CEO & 
Sporting Director in September 2022, having 
previously served the association as Director of 
Soccer for 5 years. Rahim was recognized by CBC 
Saskatchewan as part of their Future 40 for 2022. 

Planning
Overall, 2022 was a year of returning to normal 
operations and provided the opportunity to finally 
look forward to plan for the years to come through 
our 2023-2026 SSA Strategic Plan. 

SSA’s Leaders continue to give back
SSA’s Leaders continue to give back and 
contribute in leadership roles:

•  Current Board Member, Janelle Layton, remains 
active as a Director on the Sask Sport Board. 

•  Former SSA President, Don Story, continues as 
Canada Soccer Director and Chair 
of Governance 

•  Former SSA President and Sask Sport Chair, 
Leslie Blyth, contributes on Canada Soccer 
Competitions Committee and Team Sask 
Mission Staff for Canada Summer Games 

•  Former Director of Soccer, Dave Nutt, contributes 
to advancement of Club Licensing and technical 
developments at Canada Soccer 

SSA Annual General Meeting and 
Member Sessions
The SSA AGM weekend held on March 18 – 20, 
2022 was a huge success. 

Things kicked off Friday night with the RAMP 
Interactive, “Have a drink on us”, social. We are very 
grateful to RAMP Interactive for their generous support 
of this fun evening. It was a wonderful opportunity to 
connect in person with our soccer community. 

The SSA Annual General Meeting took place 
March 19. The AGM resulted in four Directors 
renewing their commitments for two-year teams 
including SSA President, Lisa Bagonluri, Rattan 
Bahia, Andrew Kitchen and Nicole Tryhorn. We also 
welcomed Gord Quinlan as our newest Director. 

SSA presented un-qualified audit report for the 
ninth year in a row and membership confirmed 
Virtus group as auditors for the 2022 fiscal year. 
The AGM also resulted in important amendments 
to the SSA Bylaws which ensure our commitments 
to equity, diversity, and inclusion are ingrained as 
fundamental values within our bylaws, recruitment, 
and nomination processes. Finally, Membership 
approved Joan McEachern as a Life Member. 

The Saturday afternoon’s member session was 
hosted by Kristina Kiss, a former National team 
player, Technical Director, and Manager of 
Development-Programming with Canada Soccer. 
Building towards Everybody’s Game, Kristina Kiss 
and Sara McConaghy presented an education 
session to members to help further knowledge 
on the value and purpose of Equity, Diversity & 
Inclusion within the soccer landscape. By looking 
at the most up to date data and the benefits 
of gender equity to the participant and the 
organization, Sara and Kristina provided details to 
promote gender equity within soccer organizations. 
The presentation consisted of practical how-to’s, 
real life examples, and take-home resources.

Female Mentorship Program 
at the AGM
On March 20, morning participants from 
the Female Mentorship Group and Member 
Organization Executives came together to review 
barriers females face in soccer. The group explored 
potential strategies and frameworks to improve in 
these areas. 

•  Attendees: 15, plus 2 presenters and 2 SSA staff
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2022 Organizational Highlights — Membership

“The SSA membership is 
efficient and effective in 

delivering Soccer”

Fall Member Session 2022
Saskatchewan Soccer hosted the Fall Member 
Sessions in Saskatoon on November 5, with SYSI, FCR, 
QC, Yorkton, VSA, SDSRAI, Astra in attendance. 

9:00am–12:00pm.....Building SSA’s Strategic Plan
12:00–1:15pm............................Networking Lunch
1:15–2:00pm.......................... Bylaw Amendments
2:00–4:00pm...........How to Celebrate your Clubs 
                                 Culture — Workshop — FSQ

FSQ Consulting — Marketing 
and Communication
SSA and FSQ Sport offered Member 
Organizations access to education about 
marketing and communications focused on 
three areas of professional growth:

1.  How to evaluate your strategic position, assess 
opportunities, overcome decision traps, and 
plan strategic action to drive results.

2.  How to hone communication and marketing 
skills to align with organization goals.

3.  How to build leadership skills needed to be 
effective in leading people and orchestrating 
change across the organization.

Female Mentorship Program
The Female Mentorship Program (FMP) hosted 
participants for a third year in 2022-23. The 
program has evolved into more than a coach 
development opportunity and is now working 
to promoting strong female leadership in all 
areas of soccer. The group is comprised of 
coaches, referees, executives, volunteers, and 
players coming together with a common goal of 
growing and advancing female leaders through 
soccer. Sessions hosted in 2022 included: 

•  Lara Schroder — Principal and Owner 
of Spark Solutions 
Two workshops and FMP social

•  Laura Dowling — Executive Leadership & 
Career Coach (PCC) 
Online workshop

Online Member Support
Saskatchewan Soccer hosted online member 
support webinars and training opportunities 
throughout 2022 in support of its member-
focused programming. 

Rural Soccer Organizers
•  Outdoor Season set up and Q&A

•  RAMP Training Session 

•  Indoor Season Set Up Webinar

MAP Grant Sessions 
Four Grant sessions were hosted in 2022. Two grant 
application webinars ahead of the application 
window and two follow-up training sessions.
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MAP Grant Funding
2022 MAP Grant Policy Amendments were made to 
align to the strategic plan and growing the game 
initiatives. Special Project Funding requests can 
now be made in 14 categories: 

2 new categories included developing Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion programs and strategies 
in membership along with continued support for 
return to sport post covid. 

Special Project Category Completed 
Projects

Early sport 7

Futsal 2

Adult 3

Adaptive 1

Newcomer 3

Indigenous 3

Respectful game-time 2

Referee & rural referee 2

Women & Girls 3

Youth Leadership 2

Club Licensing 8

Grassroots Standards 8

Other (Revised for Covid) 6

Everyone's Game EDI 5

Total 55

Rural Adult Grant
Soccer and Futsal: New to 2022, we are thrilled to 
announce the Rural Adult Grant — Soccer & Futsal. 
This offers an opportunity for Rural organizations to 
expand their engagement within the community to 
include Adult participants. 

The following programs and services were 
continued: 

•  Keeping Girls in Sport 

•  Respect in Sport for Parents 

•  Sterling BackCheck 

•  Club Licensing Program 

•  Rural Soccer Organizers Facebook Group

RAMP
Our comprehensive sports management system is 
enhanced and, as a benefit of Membership, 40 Full 
websites, 121 Registration Platforms.

Added Value — key system updates — RIS 
expiration tracking, reporting capabilities 
enhanced, player retention data, and build page 
option for separate registration pages!

Communications 
•  Member Communcations 

•  25 member updates

•  Developed a Member Organization social 
media amplification strategy designed to raise 
the profile of and celebrate clubs. 

 #SKProud #SaskSoccer

Facebook Instagram Twitter 

Followers 3,621 2,165 2,173 

New Followers 351 697 223

Reach 538,383 231,775 332,489 

Posts 453 427 462

Engagement Rate 13.58% 7.68% 4.9%

Total Engagement 19,847 23,298 22,314 

2022 Organizational Highlights — Membership
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2022 Organizational Highlights — Community

“The value of soccer is constantly 
brought to new Saskatchewan 

community groups”

SSA Community Stream Weekend
Saskatchewan Soccer hosted a Community Stream 
Weekend showcase from July 8–10, in Saskatoon. 
The events featured a no-cost Mini and Youth 
Camp, 7v7 Adult World Cup, Walking Soccer 
Festival, and the SaskTel Soccer for Life Youth 
Outdoor Provincial Championship.

Saskatchewan Soccer wishes to acknowledge 
support from the University of Regina Cougars in 
the delivery of the Youth and Mini camps. 

Soccer Days in Saskatchewan
Soccer Days in Saskatchewan was hosted from July 
22–24 in Regina, with public facing events including 
a Skills Competition, Soccer Tennis, Adaptive Try-It 
Camp, 3v3 World Cup (Youth and Adult).

In addition, the event featured showcase events 
including the Sask Open Cup, PSL Championships, 
S4L Masters’ Provincial Championships, and SSA 
Walking Soccer Provincials. 

Saskatchewan Soccer wishes to acknowledge 
support from the University of Regina Cougars in 
the delivery of Soccer Tennis, Skills Competition, 
and various other roles throughout weekend. 
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The Saskatchewan Soccer Association would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize the support of our generous sponsors. It is through their support, we 

can continue to offer opportunities for people to play, excel, and succeed.



www.sasksoccer.com


