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ASHLEY NEUFELD MEMORIAL BURSARY
This Bursary is to be presented annually by Softball Manitoba to an athlete/coach who exhibits exemplary sportsmanship and dedication to Softball.  The value of the Bursary shall be $500.00.

Applicant Criteria

1. Must be a resident of Manitoba (includes approved Saskatchewan and NW Ont. athletes/coaches registered in MB).  To apply the Applicant must be twenty-three (23) years of age or less during the current year.

2. Must be a registered player/coach with Softball Manitoba for the current year plus the two years previous to the year in which the Bursary is awarded.

3. Must be attending a Post Secondary Institute of Learning for the first time or completing a degree/diploma.  Proof of full-time enrolment at such an institution will be required.  Please submit a copy of your last transcript.
4. Applicants must be able to demonstrate a high level of softball ability.  

5. Applicants must be able to demonstrate exemplary sportsmanship and dedication to softball.

6. Applicants must be able to demonstrate their community involvement – volunteer or employment related.

7. A completed application must be submitted.  Additionally, three letters of reference must accompany the application.  At least one must be from an individual aware of the candidate’s softball activities and at least one must be from a recent teacher, principal, or previous employer.
8. Applications must be received at the Softball Manitoba Office on or before September 30th.   This includes the application and letters of reference.

Selection and Awarding Process

All applications received on or before the September 30th deadline will be referred to the Advisory Board for selection of the successful candidate for the bursary.
The Advisory Board reserves the right not to award the bursary in a particular year if they deem no candidate meets the criteria.

The successful applicant and the Neufeld Family shall be informed, in writing, on or before November 1st of the awarding of the bursary.

Softball Manitoba reserves the right to cancel any award before payment or take recovery action on an award made to a person if the conditions of the Bursary have not been met.

The actual presentation of the bursary shall be made at a time set by Softball Manitoba.  This date shall be no later than the end of the calendar year in which the Bursary is awarded.  In the case of the Ashley Neufeld Memorial Bursary, a member of the Neufeld family or their designate shall make the presentation.

The Ashley Neufeld Memorial Bursary will be awarded to the top applicant.

Applicants will be required to include the following information as part of their submission:
· Personal Data

· First name

· Last name

· Full address (street, city/town, province, postal code)

· Phone number

· Email

· Birthdate

· Softball Data

· Teams played/coached in the current year
· Teams played/coached last year

· Teams played/coached two years ago

· Educational Data

· If you are a high school student, give names and addresses of Post-Secondary Institutes of Learning you have applied for admission to and whether you have been accepted or not.

· Proposed Course of Studies
· List of high school(s) attended and List of post-secondary institute of learning attended, if applicable.
· Include: Name and address of Institution, dates entered, years of attendance and date of graduation. If your graduation is pending, please indicate the date you expect to graduate.
· Softball Involvement

· Please describe your achievements in the sport of Softball over the past three years in Manitoba.  (Provincial teams, Elite Club, National teams, College teams, Awards, Recognition, etc.).
· Academic Achievements 

· Please describe any academic achievements you have attained within the past three years (Bursaries, academic awards, honor rolls, advanced course of studies, etc.).
· Please describe the importance of academics to the student athlete, as well as your future academic goals as well as softball goals.  Please submit a copy of your last transcript.
· Contributions to Softball

· Please describe your involvement in and dedication to softball in Manitoba.  (You may discuss any subject you feel merits consideration by the Selection Committee such as being a good team member, participation in provincial programs, leadership, your approach to the sport, etc.).
· Please describe what you feel is the essence of sportsmanship and describe how you feel you have demonstrated it within your softball activities.  
· Community Involvement

· Please describe your off the field contributions to your community.
· Financial Data

· In order to meet those expenses not covered by this Bursary please provide a financial budget for the current year showing all education costs (tuition, books/accommodations) and sources of funds to cover these costs.
· Proof of Enrollment
· Please include proof of enrollment with your application and a copy of your last transcript.
· References
· Your application must include three letters of reference.  At least one must be from an individual aware of the candidate’s softball activities (e.g. coach) and at least one must be from a recent teacher, principal or previous employer.  The third letter may be from an additional coach, educator or an individual within your community.  Please ensure those providing reference letters include their name, address, telephone number, affiliation with you, the length of time they have known you and a summary of your contribution to the softball community which they believe makes you deserving of this Bursary.
Applications will only be accepted via email to softball@softball.mb.ca  All documents must be electronic (not hand written) sent as one file, not separate files. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS September 30th
Reviewed August 2022

