Softball PEI - U12 Rules 
June 2020

These Rules will be followed during all League and Provincial Championship play.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pitching Distance: 	35 Feet
Ball Size:		11 inch
Base Distance: 	55 Feet
Game Length: 	6 innings or 2 hour time limit, no new inning will start after 1:45 mins. A game may take longer than 2 hours as once an inning is started, it must be completed. Games do not end at exactly 2 hours.
There are no extra innings during the regular season, but there are at provincials (only during the playoff round) and the international tie breaker rule will be used for all Provincial playoff games except the Championship game. In the Championship game teams will play extra innings with no runner starting on 2nd base until there is a winner.
Open Innings: 	Only the 6th inning is open.
Mercy Rule:		15 runs after 3 innings, 10 runs after 4 innings or 7 runs after 5 innings
Game Rules:
· Sliding is allowed.
· Bunting is allowed.
· Pitchers can only pitch a maximum of 3 innings per game.
· 5 runs may be scored per inning except in the open inning.
· Stealing – Ball must cross the plate before a runner can steal.
· Pitcher & Batter Conference rules are in effect.
· The batter is out on a called or swinging strike 3, even if the catchers drops or misses the ball; batter cannot run however other runners on base may advance.
· Infield Fly rule will apply.
· Illegal pitches will not be called against pitchers in the U12 division, umpires may advise coaches that a pitcher is illegal to help the development of the pitcher.
· If a pitcher hits 5 batters (that are awarded a base) in 1 game, the pitcher will be removed from the pitching position but may continue to play other positions during that game.
· All Minor Softball players must wear a cage on their batting helmets.
· Modified Catcher Rule – COVID rule in place for this season; teams are NOT required to change their catcher each inning but should change at least once and reminder that gear must be wiped down between players
Scoring from third base:
· Runner can only advance from 3rd base to home on a hit ball or a bases loaded walk.
· Runner cannot score from 3rd base on a pickoff attempt to any base.
· There will be no scoring from third base on a passed ball by the catcher.
· There will be no scoring from a ball thrown from catcher to the pitcher’s mound.
· A runner on 1st, 2nd or 3rd base may score on any hit ball runners do not need to stop at 3rd base until the play is deemed over by the umpire.
